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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES. 


THE 


Tas forthcoming Conference of the Evangelical Alliance in New York is antici- 
pated with peculiar interest by Christians of almost every denomination, both in 
Europe and America. For the feeling thus awakened there are special and most 
weighty grounds. The assembly in question will be the first of its kind on the other 
side of the Atlantic. In the original formation of the Alliance, American Christians 
took an influential and efficient part. In its subsequent conduct and proceedings, 
however, and in various important movements which have owed their origin to its 
existence, they have taken but a small share, and have left the direction to their 
brethren of Great Britain and the European continent. Now they again come to 
the front, and evince their sympathy with the principles and objects of this great 
assuciation, by becoming the conveners of its General Conference, and the entertainers 
of their fellow-Christians of the old world. It is hardly needful that we should here 
advocate the claims of the Evangelical Alliance on Christian men of every country 
and church ; our readers already understand and appreciate those claims, and recog- 
nize them heartily. Scarcely, therefore, need we urge on them the duty of a sym- 
pathetic and earnest remembrance of the approaching Conference in their suppli- 
cations at the throne of grace; but we may with confidence assert that the import- ; 
of Christian union, and of combined effort for the spread of Christian truth and 3 
the defence of religious freedom, were never more manifest than now, when systematic 
attempts are everywhere made to substitute tradition for revelation, the Chureh for 
Christ, and priestly authority for the liberty wherewith He makes his people free. 
The Alliance, in opposing a broad front to these attempts, has in the past rendered 
good and faithful service, and we can hardly over-rate the value of its labours in the 
time to come. In a subsequent page of our present number will be found in extenso 
one of the papers prepared ‘for the Conference by the Secretary of the British 
Organization. 
. France is at length quit of the German army of occupation, and her soil is once 
more free from the foot of the invader. This is, of course, an occasion for national 
rejoicing. Ityvas feared by some that this feeling would find premature expression, 
and that at the very moment of the departure of the foreigner disturbances and 
tamults might arise. To the eredit of the French at Verdun and Etain, this appre- 
hension has proved groundless) The Verdunois, on this trying occasion, displayed a 
manly | self-control and a digni ed and honourable silence. Their doors and windows 
"were open, and there was naught of sullenness in their demeanour. The Prussians, 
on their part, also behaved admirably, abstaining from all demonstration which could, 
by any possibility, be regarded as insulting. It was not till the last of the invaders 
had finally withdrawn that the emotions of the people found their natural expression ; 
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then cries of “ Vive la France " “ Vive [Armée !” “ Vive la République !” were raised, 
and every house was decorated with the tricolour. : 3 

parties will be altogether barren of result. In Governmental circles it is stated that 
the Duke de Broglie himself regards the union of Legitimists with Orleanists as an 
utterly chimerical idea. Under this impression, the Conservatives, we are told, are 
working to prolong, for five years, Marshal Macmahon’s term of office. On the other 
hand, it cannot be denied that the Papal party—the Jesuits and priests, aided by the 
Legitimists—are doing their utmost to inflame the religious fanaticism of the country 
to that degree which shall prompt a demand for a war with Italy for the restoration 
to the Pope of his temporal dominion. Of this the recent pastoral of the Archbishop 
of Paris is a striking illustration. The chief ecclesiastical authority in France calls 
upon that “Catholic” country to efface the outrage on Catholicism which the Italian 
monarch has committed, speaks of the Pope’s temporal power as a condition “ essen- 
tial to the very existence of Christendom,” and urges those whom he addresses to 
bring Victor Emmancvel’s “ sacrilegious invasion” to an end! Such language can 
have but one import, and tends to involve the country in an insane and suicidal war. 
To save Rome and to save France are regarded by the Bourbonists and Ultramon- 
tanes as synonymous ; end this view of matters comprises not only war with Italy, 
_ but with Germany also, If Rome is to be restored to the Pope, Alsace and Lorraine 
must in like manner be restored to France. Feelings like these no doubt favour the 
pretensions of the Comte de Chambord. The real question for France now seems to 
to be whether the Liberal party in politics or the priestly party in religion is the 
stronger power in the country. 

Attempts, under clerical instigation, are again being made in France to suppress 
that liberty of religicus worship which the Constitution professes to allow. In places 
where the prefects are the tools of the priesthood, the “authorization,” requisite by 
Protestants of the non-established denominations for holding religious meetings, is 
vexatiously and persistently refused. Evangelica) -effort is thus, in some localities, 
entirely suspended ; whilst, in others, evangelists are subjected to prosecutions for 
alleged violations of the law. The bill introduced into the Legislature by M. de 
Pressensé, to remedy this state of things, has fallen through by the prorogation of 
the Chamber. Everywhere indications abound that the priestly party, in their 
struggle for ascendancy, are striving to suppress in France that religious freedom 
which is now enjoyed even in countries more strictly “Catholic,” and beneath the 
very shadow of the Vatican itself. 


The change of Presidents in Spain may be regarded as of hopeful augury. The 
new President, Sefior Castelar, is already favourably known as a man of enlightened 
views and brilliant oratorical power; nor is he unknown as a man of action and 
decision. In the revolution which resulted in the expulsion of Queen Isabella from 
the throne, he took a leading and important part. In the debate on the abolition of 
slavery in the Spanish colonies, he gave expression to the most elevated sentiments, 
and avowed his attachment to those principles of constitutional freedom which bave 
made Great Britain what she is. He has now an opportunity of giving some effect 
to his convictions, and of showing that he can be firm in action as well as effective 
and vigorous in speech. His first efforts have been directed to the improvement and 
increase of the army, which had become thoroughly demoralized. The reserve has 
been called out, and a penalty imposed on those who may be guilty of non-attention 
to the call. The low state of the exchequer has also received his attention, and the 
issue of a loan of 7,000,000/. has been decided on. This amount is to be subscribed 
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for ‘rateably, and on the voluntary principle, throughout the provinces of Spain ; 
and should there be any deficit at the close of the subscription, the amount is to be 
apportioned amongst the principal ratepayers by the authorities of every district. 
Sefior Castelar has thus evinced his determination to grapple with the two chief evils 
under which the country is suffering, and to which the successes of the Carlists must 
in a great measure, if not wholly, be ascribed. An exhausted treasury and a 
demoralized army are enough of themselves to effect the overthrow of any govern- 
ment, or, at least, to deprive it of all efficiency and power, and to render it unable to 
make head against its foes. The future of Spain must be determined by the 
Spaniards themselves. The point to be decided is, whether there is enough of 
patriotism and magnanimity in the country for its salvation. Hitherto party or 
personal objects have too often been more influential with the mass of Spanish 
politicians than devotion to the common weal. If, forgetting minor differences and 
renouncing selfish ends, the Liberals and moderate Republicans of Spain will rally 
_ round the Government of Sefior Castelar, Carlist hopes and aspirations may yet be 
overthrown, disorder and anarchy repressed, and a new era of prosperity and 
progres dawn on the 

him there, has naturally roused the indignation of the ultra-Romenista, both in 
Germany and France. The Ultramontanes of the Austrian capital had arranged for 
a demonstration against the King of Italy on the day of his arrival. The 
“ Confraternity of the Archangel Michael” invited the public to a religious service 
in the Dominican Church, for the repose of the souls of those Papal soldiers who, 
three years since, fell in the defence of Rome. The Government, however, promptly 
interposed, and the demonstration was prohibited. The alliance of Italy and 
Germany is a consummation eminently displeasing to those who seek the restoration 


of the temporal power of the Pope. 
From Rome we learn that the state of the Pope’s health is such as, in the prospect 


of the coming winter, to excite the gravest apprehensions. Speculation is naturally 
rife as t6 the possible consequences to Italy of any change in the Pontificate. It is 
generally believed that the prolongation of the Pope's life is earnestly desired by the 
Italian Government and people, as likely to postpone new difficulties and complica- 
tions which could not fail to arise from his decease. On the other. hand, the con- 
tinuance in the Holy See of a Pontiff who bas irrevocably committed himself to a 
complete rupture with the Sovereign of Italy, daily tends to widen the breach 
between Church and State in all the Roman Catholic countries of Europe. It may, | 
however, be doubted whether the accession of any fresh Pope, of whatever character, - 
could now heal that breach or obviate its final issue. 


Special interest this year attaches to the Congress of Old Catholics at Constance. 
This movement, in its bearings on the future of religion in Germany and other 
countries, is most important, and is obviously growing. As an energetic protest, 
by men not yet prepared to renounce the title of “ Catholic,” against some of the 
worst corruptions of the Church.of Rome and the arrogant pretensions of the 
Ultramontane party, its value is unspeakable. Not the least striking and hopeful 
of its features is the desire felt and expressed by its members for union with other 
churches. Last year, it will be remembered, « similar gathering took place at 
Cologne, at which two bishops of the Church of England were present. . But since 
then the movement has gained greatly both in power and extent. It is now fully 
and (Dr. of its own appointment, who, moreover, 
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it is expected, will be recognized by the Government of Germany. The Congress 
has decided to establish a fand for the support of their own clergy and students in 
theology, and has appointed a committee to devise means for promoting union with 
other Christian communities. Dr. Reinkens, in his pastoral letter, declares that in 
questions affecting the relations between Church and State, « bishop owes, and 
should teach, obedience to the secular authorities, and that he should aim to govern 
his own clergy and their flocks by love rather than oompulsion. 


What is styled the “ Ashantee Expedition ” has left the shores of England, Sir 
Garnet Wolseley and his staff having departed for the Western Coast of A frica. We 
are not, however, to assume that this country is thereby committed to another war 
with African barbarians ; on the contrary, Sir Garnet's first object will be to offer to 
the King of Ashantee a safe and honourable peace. He does not take out with him 
a single British soldier. Two regiments are, indeed, ordered to hold themselves in 
readiness, and the troops at Cape Coast Castle are, of course, available in the event 
of an appeal to arms. The chief reliance of the English general, however, should 
force become inevitable, is upon the aid to be furnished by the friendly tribes upon 
the coast ; it being probable that not less than 10,000 men can thus be raised. But 
it is confidently hoped that no such measure wil] be needful, and that the good sense 
with which the King of Ashantee is credited will indace him at once to come to a 


interests of civilization and humanity. 


The English pilgrimage to Paray le-Monial is now an accomplished fact. The 
“eight hundred” have paid their devotions at the shrine of Marie Alacoque, and 
solemnly devoted their country to the service of the “Sacred Heart.” Men of high 
rank and position in our land, men of culture and refinement, men of professional 
standing and acute capacities for business, have thus publicly proclaimed their belief 


in the superstitions of a medieval age, and their readiness in matters of religion to 
surrender their understandings to human authority, and their consciences to the 
keeping of their priests. It is impossible for any Bible Christian, any lover of his 
country, who knows that the position to which Great Britain has attained amongst 
the nations is the result of Gospel liberty and light, to peruse the record of this 
pilgrimage with any other feelings than those of humiliation and of shame—feelings 
aggravated by the conviction that the pilgrims were unmistakably sincere. In the 
“Garden of the Apparition” their demeanour was suggestive of idolatry in its 
grossest and most abject form. On arriving at the “ Holy of Holies,” the sacred spot 
where Marie Alacoque imagined that the Saviour appeared to her, they stripped the 
trees of their leaves, threw themselves in slavish prostration on the ground, and tore — 
up turfs and handfuls of the soil. Such outward demonstrations, however, Romanism 


-Tegards as expressive of intense devotion ; but that this pilgrimage was a manifesta- 


tion of religious feeling only, or originated exclusively from superstitious motives, is 
not to be believed. Ecclesiastical and political intrigne, quite as much as religious 
fervour, conceived and executed the idea. Prayer for the salvation of Rome and 
France, in the Ultramontane sense, of necessity includes prayer for the overthrow of - 
civil and religious freedom and the destruction of the peace of Europe and of the 
world. Prayer for the conversion of England to Popery—a consummation which | 
Monsignor Capel regards as both probable and comparatively near—may possibly be 
more pacific ; but it is ‘impossible not to see that the whole spirit, scope, and object of 
this pilgrimage are intensely reactionary, and designed to give an impulse to daring 
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Since the pilgrimage to Paray-le-Monial, Dr. Manning has been fully occupied 
in defending and explaining his own faith with regard to those alleged miraculous 
visions of Marie Alacoque, on a belief in which that pilgrimage was founded. This, 
it is almost superfluous to say, he has found a somewhat difficult and unsatisfactory tesk. 
Called to account for omitting in his sermon, on the eve of the departure of the pilgrims, 
to state whether he himself believed in the supposed miracles, he endeavours to show 
that he was not called on to avow his belief in any vision save that on which the 
worship of the “ Sacred Heart” was founded ; and this vision, he admits, was “sub- 
jective” only—that is, internal, and having no existence save in the mind of the 
beholder. But if this be so, what evidence, it may be asked, have we that it was 
supernatural at all, or bad any other origin than the morbid illusions of the brain 
of the “ blessed Margaret Mary” herself. Such is the difficulty which at once suggests 
. itself to every reflective and reasonable mind, and Dr. Manning does not give the 
slightest clue to its solution. 


The Churches of America have lost by death three of their most able and 
venerated pastors—men whose names were widely known, and whose well-earned 
Christian reputation bas long extended to this side of the Atlantic. Dr. John Todd, 
of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, and Dr. Gardiner Spring, of New York, had both 
attained to eminence in Christian authorship. Dr. Todd is perhaps best known in 
this country by bis works for children and youth. His “ Lectures to Children” and 
his “ Students’ Manual” have indeed attained a European celebri‘ * and have been 
translated into many languages. He was a fuithful and energetic preacher, a platform 
speaker of considerable power, and a man of practical benevolence. He threw him- 
self, heart and soul, into all the good works and enterprises of the day in connection 
with Christian effort, and was especially active in the cause of Sunday-schools and 
missions. It is stated that during his pastorate the habitual charities of his own 
church were increased more than tenfold in amount. Dr. Spring had sustained the 
pastoral office for sixty-three years. He was originally destined for the bar, and in 
- fact was admitted to its ranks, and practised for a your, but then decided to devote 
himself to the higher fuuctions of the Christian ministry, and became the pastor of 
the Brick Presbyterian Church, in New York, in August, 1810. That pastorate, 
although frequently invited to assume other positions of responsibility and honour, 
he retained until his death. He was greatly beloved by the people of his charge, 
and well deserved their veneration. Asa preacher, he was eloquent and powerful ; and 
as a writer, both popular and able. Many of his larger works on religious subjeets 
were republished, both in this country and on the Continent. Notwithstanding his 
ministerial duties, he laboured indefatigably with his pen. The decease of Dr. 
_ Storrs, of Braintree, another well-known and much-esteemed American divine, 
creates a third void in the ranks of our transatlantic brethren. _ 

From Germany comes the sad intelligence of the decease of the pious, gifted, 
and erudite Dr. Hoffmann, General Superintendent (or Bishop) in the United or 
National Protestant Church of Prussia, and Chaplain at the Court of the Emperor. 
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‘claimed in some very few quarters. Some of 
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FRANCE. 


[From our own Correspondent. } 

Paris, September 20, 1873. 
LIBERATION OF THE FRENCH SOIL. 
The last Prussian gone! The last franc 
paid! Had there not been severe counter- 


naturally comparing the state of France now 
with ite state before her disasters, and are 


and the refusal of the Count de Chambord to 
make any concession whatever, but to stick 
to the Syllabus, has given an impetus to M. 
de Broglie’s project of the prolongation of the 
presidential powers and of the duration of the 
present Assembly; thereby keeping the Go- 
vernment question open, and the nation in 
dire anxiety. Some think this is hopeful for 
the Bonapartists, by bridging over the mino- 
rity of the young Number IV., who is ac- 


the Councils-General voted funds for the as- 
sembling of their delegates in the event of 
the Assembly being prevented holding its 


THE PILGRIMAGE MANIA. ~ 
Pilgrimages are multiplying, and nebulous _ 
appearances of the Virgin are turning the 


;-of Vichy. “ Behold,” cried he, pointing to the 


first, “the waters of imbeciles / and behold,’ 
pointing to the second, “the waters of Honest 
fokP A shout of applause received his 
words. When we witness the awful scenes 
of grovelling idolatry at the shrines, and 
look on the countenances of the worshi 

we are reminded of the words of God: “He 
hath shut their eyes, that they cannot see ; and 
their hearts, that they cannot understand. 


lands are given up to anarchy and licentious- 
ness. Those whose hearts have been sesred 
with religionist hatred would be ready for. 
any act of violence which could rid the earth 


of such monsters! But others whose hearts 
are yet tender, yearn over those whom they 
consider as beyond the pale of mercy. Last 
month the young ladies of various schools and 
convents were: gathered in the examination 
halls of a prefectorial town, to pass the ordeal 
for the teacher's brevet. The ‘young people. 
of one school, all of whom were true and— 


gentle Christians, showed much kindness to 


sessions ! Where new members had to be | 
| 


je 


| 
. | elected, the successful councillors have almost 
+ all been of the Republican party. The Arch- 
| ‘inc of Paris has delivered a charge in 
7 favour of a sort of crusade of European 
z _ Powers against Italy for the restoration of 
| orders from head-quarters, all France would | the Pope! When appealed to, the Duke de 
have risen in enthusiastic rejoicing. But | Broglie replied, that he could take no notice 
public rejoicing in the liseration would have | of this, the Archbishop not being a State 
; increased the popularity of the Liberator ; and | functionary. 
: M. Thiers, that “sinister old man,” as he is 
irreverently termed by the clerical presse, must 
; however, have found their expression in the | heads of fanatics. Advertisements appear } 
press and in addresses. Serious minds are | on all sides of cheap trains hither and thither. 
“A gentleman was reading two hills, over the 
ee heads of a little crowd in Paris, one giving 
| compe relu y © coniess Wi | the hours and fares of trains to the miraculous 
imperceptibly small exceptions, the political, Springs of Lourdes and Salette, and the 
| moral, and religious state of the country is not | other, those of trains to the medical Springs 
ig improved, but greatly the reverse. “ While 
| § the monarchical and clerical party,” says a 
| paper, “ is noisily trying to make the world | 
; believe that France is returning to Popery, | 
infidelity, thereby provoked, is making giant 
. strides. Hatred, which was the malady of | 
| & certain isolated minds, has spread afar, and is | 
spreading daily, and not only in the populous | 
: centres, but in the country, and a tacit league | - 
| of antipathy and passionate hatred is forming | 
among the citizen class and peasants, as well | They that make them [idols] are like unto 
as among working \men~ Only let the momen- | them.” The English pilgrimage to Paray- 
tary triumph of inonarchism and Popery raise | le-Monial made little impression, except that 
the pressure, and the bursting forth of the | of surprise that any “ enlightened Britons ” 
opposite passions will cover France with dis- | could be so taken in by what is technically 
order, ruins, and blood!” No one can mix | now called Alacoguinerie ; but of course they 
with the humbler classes without knowing | were not “enlightened ones !” 
this The embarrassment, however, which CALUMNIES UPON PROTESTANTS. A 
has followed the failure of the royalist fusion,| These fanatics are sedulously taught that 
Protestants are atheists, and that Protestant 
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by these, as selfishness usnally predominates 
at a time when each one is striving to outdo 
the other; and the superior of a convent 
noticed ic. Introduced by her own request 
to their teacher, she begged to know by what 
means such amiability had been produced. 


“We find it so very difficult,” she said, “to régime 


obtain affectionate behaviour, even as the 
result of religious training, that [ am exceed- 
ingly puzzled to see it so developed among 
Protestants, who do not believe in God.” “It 
is the simple result of faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ,” was the reply, “ who loved us and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood ; 


_we love him because he first loved us, and it 


is hie love in us that makes us love others !” 
of the nun could only 


fulgence of Jehovah, compelling Moses to turn 
aside to gaze! This filling of the whole man 
with the indwelling Spirit of Christ is the 
most intense need in France, where, from past 
reminiscences and present bitterness, the ten- 
dency is to fight with one’s own arms, for- 


There are different opinions 

pastor of the National Reformed 
Church, published first in the Zvangéliste, 
and the round of the Churches. It is 
addressed to the Protestant members of the 
National Assembly, and opens as follows: 
“Tt is in the name of the interests of all 
French Protestantism that we come to address 
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ever impowible amongst us. We trust you 
will take no part in these culpable attempts, 
and in thus speaking to you we do not take 
our stand on any political ground whatever, 
but merely on the ground of our faith and of 
our religious liberty. Be not deceived. The 
ime in the re-establishment of which you 
are asked to assist is the declared and implae- 
able enemy of Protestant 
in its past the Revocation of the Edict of 
Nantes and the Dragonnades, and in its pre- 
sent the Syllabus by which the anathema is 
hurled against all modern liberties, and espe- 
cially against that grand principle of liberty 
of conscience in virtue of which we exist, and 
which the heroism and the sufferings of our 
fathers have so nobly consecrated.” 

After showing: how insane it would be to 
depend on any promise or guarantee, it pro- 
ceeds: “We beseech you, therefore, to unite 
yourselves to those who seek to our un- 
fortunate country this new adventure and this 
new misfortune. We beseech you to be 
faithful to your name of Protestants. Know 
that all the Church is up to see whether 
the sons of the martyrs will give the 
votes to the grandson of the persecutor.” 
Adhesions are slowly coming in to this 
letter, whose writer is disposed to push the 
matter vigorously, and the Aylise Libre, the 
Renaissance, and the Christianisme cheer it on ; 
but other and maturer thinkers feel a heart- 
sinking at this mixture of politics with reli- 
gion. “TI plead not,” says one, “either for 
or against the political doctrines of your cor- 
respondent ; but I cannot remain indifferent 
when I see French Protestantism launched — 
torn as it is already—on political manifestoes. 
a| It is a disastrous attempt, and unworthy of 


its sacred mission. The Catholic Church in- | 


contestably imperils iteelf by riveting its 
cause to that of a political party ; and the 
peril would be exactly the same for the Re- 
formed Church. Pastors or laymen derirous 
as French citizens to 

mandate to a deputy, will find political 
journals enough ready to receive their signa- 


‘| tures; but to attempt to impose political 


convictions on any one in the name of reli- 
gion, is to do what we disapprove of, with 
such legitimate energy, in Catholic ecclesias- 
tics, when they throw in, amidst the strife of 
parties, the weight of their religious influence 
or authority.” We think it is a step forward 
in the perilous tendency we have already 
pointed out to link Protestantism with the 
Republican form of Government ; the danger 


is-equally great to! link wi political 
party. 


principles, It has 


be exceeded by her visible delight, when, afte 
a prolonged conversation, she cried, “ The 
after all, Protestants con be saved!” And sh | 
begged the teacher to allow her anothe 
interview. | 
The attractive power of love shines brigh | 
in contrast with the repellant spirit of cor 
troversy. How different is the bush of th 
desert, in its gnarled, crabbed, thorny natu 
from the same bush when filled with the r | 
getting the whole armour of God with whic] 
they must be clothed who would be strong i 
the Lord and in the power of his might. 
ADDRESS TO THE FRENCH PROTESTANTS. 
ourselves to you. As you are aware, there 
exists in the National Assembly, where you 
have the honour of representing the Protest- 
ant spirit of faith and liberty, a powerful 
. and numerous party which ‘will not, let-our | 
-—~°~* country live in peace under the régime which, | 
in the course of two years, has dressed her 
wounds, and to which we owe the \re-éstab- | 
lishment of order and the liberation of the 
territory. This slanderous party is prepar- | 
: ing in open day the restoration of another : 
régime: which France has several times con- : 
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preachiny-stations had been opened, around 


- past. The meetings were most harmonious. 


_ in the streets, always dark in summer ; hos- 
s pitality was cheerfully given, and all the 
deputies and friends refreshed and 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


(October |, 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY : PROTESTANT MOVEMENTS. | France is to meet soon after the promulgation 


The conditionally-given promises made by 
the Minister, M Beulé, to the two eminent 
pastors alluded to in my last, were stated to 
be fulfilled, and caused general rejoicing in 
the Churches, while it seemed extraordinary 
that the Government should so easily dis- 
avow acts of its own agents apparently so agree- 
able to its principles. The rejoicing was 
premature ; after inquiry into the state of 
the population of the Yonne, where thirteen 


the small town of Tonnerre (chef-lieu darron- 
dissemnt), and discovery that there were few | 
or no Protestants among the willing hearers, | been 
the superior authorities confirmed the acts of 
their subalterns, and the meetings are un- 
authorized, and consequently forbidden. In 
the Aube, on the contrary, Pastor Per- 
renoud has the permission to continue preach- 

ing at Bragelogne. There are also difficulties 
in io the Ain. In other parts evangelization 
progresses without outward obstacles. At 
Commentry 400 Catholics press into the 
place where the Gospel is preached. At 
Vichy, during the latter part of the season, 
popular meetings were inaugurated by the_ 
pastor who conducts them with so much 
acceptance in Paris. No tidings have come 
to us of difficulties in the way of tract dis- 
tribution or of colportage. In Paris, Rev. 
R. W. M‘All is about to open two new 
stations of aggressive evangelization (politics 
and controversy are never touched upon in these 
Paris meetings); his six stations already open 
continue vigorously to progress. The new 


and handsome French Baptist chapel was / 


opened in Paris on Sunday, the 14th of Sep- 
tember. English brethren came over ; the 
opening meeting was a sort of Evangelical 
Alliance. Pastors of various denominations 
spoke to about 800 hearers. Ona Monday 
evening five baptisms by immersion took 
place, and the meeting was strongly denomi- 
national ; on Tuesday evening there was an 
interesting conference, in which various 
brethren took part. 

The Synod of the Free Churches took 
place at St. Jean du Gard, where there has 
been, as your readers know, a remarkable 
work of the Spirit of God during two years 


The National Church was thrown open for 
conferences and preaching ; gas was lighted 


invigorated. 


The Bynod gtr the Reformed. Church of | 


! by Government of its Declaration of Faith ; 


bat the time for this is not yet known. 

The brethren accredited by the Evangelical 
Alliance to the General Conference at New 
York left on September 12th. They are 
Messrs. Decoppet, E. Cook, Robin, Fisch, 
Lorriaux, Matt. Leliévre, and Weiss, 

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN FRANCE. 

The statement of your esteemed French 
correspondent, that the preaching-stations of 
the Evangelical Society of France in the 

was, to say the-least, some- 
what premature. True, M. Beuld’s 
to MM. Fisch and Bersier, on the occasion of 
their interview, were fair, and led some to 
the hope that all difficulties and prohibitions 
woald speedily be removed. M, Perrenoud, 
our agent at Tonuerre, the chef-liew of the 
departement de [ Yonne, but who is under the 
immediate direction of the Evangelical Society 
of France, wrote to me on September 6 as 
follows: “ Relying on M. Bealé’s promise, [ 
sought interviews with the prefects of the 
departements de TYonne et de [TAube. The 
Prefect of the Yonne, who takes part in all 
[Roman Catholic] processions, told me that 
the Minister of the Interior left him free to 
act, and that he would not authorize meetings 
in any towns or villages where such as have 
been Protestants from their birth are not to 
be found, and that he would allow of no pro- | 
pagandism at the present moment. I insisted — 
upon our rights, and it was decided that I 
should address to him a formal demand, 
which he is to send to M. Beulé. I have 
dispatched my own and the Prefect’s letters 
to M. Fisch for his use in any further inter- 
view with the Minister. Meanwhile, the 
thirteen annexces connected with Tonnerre remain 
closed, and have been so ever since my trial (at 
Auxerre), The Prefect of the Aube has pro- 
mised to authorize me to hold meetings at 
Bragelogne. In the meantime he has given 
me petmission to preach there ; and accord- 
ingly on Sunday last [ had the privilege of 
announcing the glad tidings of salvation at 
Bragelogne, and of baptizing a child—the 
third baptism which I have celebrated in 
that commune.” 

Speaking of Tonnerre, and the school 
about to be opened there, M/ Perrenoud 
says; “The teacher, Mdile, G., has been 
here since the 22nd of July, and, according 

to the terms of the law, she was to have 
eed her schodl on the 22nd of August ; 
but our enemies have found pome pretext for 


| 
| | 
| 
| 
‘ 
| 
| 
| 
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deferring this event till the 22nd of this 
They have caused me 


4 


have only 800 fr. (322) In this period of 
persecution, our chief means of action will be 
the 
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[From our own Correspondent. } 
| Berlin, Sept. 16, 1873. 
THE LUTHERAN CONFERENCE. 
_ The Lutheran Conference took place on 
the 26th, 27th, and 28th of last month. The 
number of members was not quite so large as 
had been expected. About 1,030 men gave | 
in their names as members, the great ma- 
jority of these being clergymen. On the even- 
ing of the 26th there was a reception meeting. 
The ings were opened by divine ser- 
vice on the following (Wednesday) morning. 
When the Apostles’ Creed was read in the 
Liturgy (which in our church is generally 
read aloud by the clergyman only), the voices 
of all present, by a unanimous impulse, joined 
in it. A similar thing occurred the second 
day. In an address to the Emperor which 
was voted by the assembly, one sentence re- 
ferred to the belief in the divinity of Christ, 
as the fundamental truth of our religion. 
When the other sentences were the 
vote was simply taken by show of hands, or 
by rising from the seat. In this one case the 
President thought it would not be proper 
merely to ask, “ Whoever votes for this sen- 
tence is requested to rise from his place ;” but 
instead of this he said: “I request those to 
rise who find in this declaration of faith the 
expression of their innermost conviction, and 
who are prepared to give their joyful adhe- 


rence to it.” Everybody rose instantaneously, ;the part 


and then all joined in singing the Doxology, 
These two moments were-refreshing, and may 


- have strengthened many in their faith. 


~ | 


13, Blomfield Street, London Wall, E.C. 
September 11, 1873. 
PS. Shoald any of your readers be 


| willing to contribute towards the school at 


Tonnerre, I shall be most happy to be the 
medium of transmitting their contributions. 


GERMANY. 


The first subject brought under notice was : 
“The Position of this Conference within the 
Established Church of Prussia” The paper 
on this subject was read by Mr. Tauscher, the 
editor of the Avangelical Church Gazette. The 
resolutions which followed this address were 
passed without discussion. They largely re- 
produce what was contained in the invitation 
to this Conference, and as they were drawn 
up by Mr. Tauscher—one of the most decided 
men of that party—they were not very friendly 
to other Evangelical Christians. The fullow- 
ing gives their purport: 1. The tendency 
prevailing at the present moment to limit the 
independence of the Church and to bring her 
into dependence upon the State, contrary to 
her nature and to her duties; the attempts of 
a Liberalism hostile to the Church to gain 
influence within her on the basis of a new 
synoda! constitution; the fact that the party 
of the Union is unable to offer successful 
resistance to the increasing claims of infidelity ;° 
the denial, more or less open, of the funda- 
mental truths of Christianity by pastors bear- 
ing office in the Church ; the sad fact that the 
estrangement from the Word of God and in- 
difference to the Gospel begins to assume a 
character of direct hostility to the Charch in 
@ great part of our people; and the dangers 
resulting from all these circumstances,—have - 
produced a strong desire of co-operation on 
of all those who faithfully adhere to 
the Confession of Faith, 2 The Pastoral 
Conferences, held in various parts of the 


country, have accompanied with great 
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prohibitions removed.” 
an immensity of trouble with respect to the | These proceedings call for the serious and 
school-room, and I have been compelled to | prayerful consideration of all who are desirous 
go to great expense in order to fit up a | for, the maintenance of religious liberty and 
house for this purpose. Twenty-five pupils | the spread of the Gospel in France. One 
are already promised. I shall want 2,000 | thing seems certain,—the longer the present 
fr. (801.) for the first year, HM at present | | Government remains in power, the more 
the efforts to restrict the operations of 
| evangelists, especially in thoroughly Roman 
care we can bestow upon it.” | Catholic districta.—-I am, dear Sir, yours a 
In a letter since received from M. Fisch | truly, R. 8. Asurox, 
is the following passage : “ We were in hopes | Secretary of the Evangelical 
of being authorized in the Yonne and three | Continental Society. 
other departments ; but the clergy opposed | | 
his promises in the most jesuitical way. If | 
you hear that MM. Perrenoud and Regnié (of (I | 
to prison, do not wonder at it. They are! 1] 
| 
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yet known, it was rather difficult to give an 


opinion upon it. The assembly only agreed, 
in general terms, that there was no reason to 


~ 


sufficiently known before these proceedings 
took \ place. The Conference will not have 
any influence on State legislation ; and so 
the effect can only be to strengthen their own, 
adherents. Members of the Conference also 


, 


. | object of the Conference. 


CHRIFTEX DOM. 
member the path of duty wu the 

With reference to 
the constitution of the Church, no distinctive 


ments, and the obligation of the pastors on the 
Lutheran Creed (Resolution No. 4) were 
granted, the Union of our Established Church 
would very nearly be dissolved, as in fact our 
Union consists practically in a common 
Church government for Lutherans and Cal- 
Vinista, and in an administration of the Lord’s 
Supper which satisfies believers of both de- 
nominations. Real communion at the Lord’s 


The friends of the Union will also now en- 
deavour to hold smaller conferences, in order 
to agree on the practical comrse to be observed 
with reference to the great questions of our 
time. One has been already héld in Pome- 
rania ; another will be held at Halle on the 
7th October. Practically, the of the 
friends of the Union is often very different 
from that of the Latherans. We think it is 
wiser, now that the eeclesiastical bills have 
become law, not to oppose the Govern- 
ment more than necessary. We have no dis 
trust of a new Church constitution on a more 


(October 1, 


liberal basis, Finally, we are by no means 


decided opponents of civil marriage, as we 
think it would very much facilitate the inde- 
pendence of the Church. 
DR. HOFFMANN. 

. Our Church has sustained a great loss 
the person of our First Court Chaplain, the 
General Superintendent Dr. Hoffmann. His 
name bad been long well known the 
members and friends of the Evangelical Alli 
ance. King Frederick William IV., who haa 


Alli- 


a very high opinion of him, called him to the | 


cathedral in Berlin from his native country, 
Wiirtemburg, about twenty years ago. Since 
that time, he has been always ready to work 
with open heart and hand in supplying 


| 998 
: blessing ; but it seems desirable to bring their . 
members together in larger assembly 
3. The “ Evangelical Kirchentag” is not 
satisfactory gathering for the Lutheran mem- programme was adopted—perhaps the mem- 
4 bers of the Prussian Church, as it does not | bers would never have agreed on such a pro- 
| draw a distinct line, excluding the Pro-| gramme. We only know that, with all their 
| testanten-Verein. 4. The desire for a closer | protestations againt innovation, these Luther- 
the different Churches | ans will nevertheless do their duties as elec- 
ES GY are bound by the Confession | course. The spirit which manifested itself 
Mi Faith, if the sacraments are administered | towards the believers of the Evangelical party 
according to the Confession, and if this Con- | was, on the whole, conciliatory, with the ex- 
, WEEE also secured by an organization of | ception of one of the earlier resolutions, which 
authority in this sense. | reproaches them with not being decidedly 
opposed to the Protestanten-Verein. 
their representation in the | If the claims of the Lutheran Church autho- 
a that they may be admitted as | rities, the Lntheran administration of the sacra- 
| the Lord’s table if they do not | 
take offence at a Lutheran administration wd ' 
the Lort’s Supper. 6. If in this way justice | 
| is done to all, Lutheran, Reformed, and United 
Christians will co-operate in their oI 
| faith against all enemies of the Gospel. 
| The second subject for consideration was 
4 on the position of the Protestanten- Verein in 
nn the Established Church. The assembly de- 
clared that Association to be a falling off from | table—not only admission as visitors (Resoln- 
| & the Church, and they therefore deplored the | tion No. 5)—is what the Evangelical party 
tf sentence of the High Ecclesiastical Council in | claims. 
: the case of Dr. Sydow. 
The third subject was the new ecclesiastical | 
bills. There was a short discussion, after the | 
Ft paper read by Pastor yon Mathusius, but no 
| : resolutions were passed. One pastor, who rose 
oe to say that he thought the new bills oe 
i: really made necessary by the procedure of the 
Bea Church of Rome, must have been convinced, — 
: : by a great many signs of disapproval, that he | 
was quite alone in his opinion. 
' The fourth subject was the new Church 
| Constitution. As this constitution was not 
e 
it would do a great deal of harm to give the 
right of voting to the unbelieving masses. 
The fifth subject was the civil marriage, 
. which was generally condemned. 
What are the practical reeults of the Con- 
ference? The position of these Lutheran 
believers to the Protestanten-Verein, the new 
ecclesiastical laws, and civil marriages were 
, wants of our King called him 


He died on the 28th August, and a numerous 
assembly followed him to the grave on the 
30th. 

THE NEW CHURCH CONSTITUTION. 


By a royal decree of the 10th September, prove 


the new Church Constitution has been pub- 
lished. The great difference as compared with 
the present oné is that the election of the 
parochial councils is free ; formerly the con- 
gtegation only chose out of a limited number 
of men proposed by the pastor. Every mem- 
berof the who is twenty-four years 
of age, is what our law calls independent, and, 
if he has signified his intention of voting, has 
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honest life. The elders themselves must be 


have been groundless. It will now be the duty 
of all Christians to secure the election of be- 


advantage 


the Holy Spirit, which exfoy the trust 
confidence of those whom they 


tian work will gain by it. But all 


the right to take part in electing the elders. | on the work that is done, We have 


had one constitution of the Church, which very 
nearly retnained a dead letter; let it not be 
so with this one. 


ef 


AFRICA. 
ABRAHAM, THE KAFFIR CONVERT, AND HIS HOUSEHOLD. 
BY THE REV. ©. PATTEN, OF GRAHAMSTOWN. 


In January, 1873, I baptized a man, his 
wife, and four children. This is one of the 
most interesting cases which have come under 
my notice during my whole life out here, and 


I think it worthy ofa few words. The mw 


; 


came to me so far back as April, 1871. He 
was dressed very respectably. I fotind he 
wished to be allowed to come and reside on 
the mission. Not knowing anything about 
him, I had to make some inquiries, and from 


especially on account of the truly “evangelical | their civil rights, or who have given offence 
views which he had always held,” and he wished | by contempt of the Word of God, or by a dis- 
mann took an active part in all the schemes | thirty years of age, and none can be elected who, 
of our Church, and especially directed his | by continual absence from divine service and 
attention to the work our Prussian Church | the Lord’s table, has practically left off being 
does among the German Protestants scattered a church member. It is avery wise plan that 
in Roman Catholic and foreign countries, Dr. | all those who wish to vote should be obliged 
Hoffmann wavalso a warm friend of the policy to signify their intention of doing so before- 
hand. This will exclude many indifferen 
| persons, and in some way limit the right of 
| Voting to those who at least show an interest 
im church work. The elders again elect the : 
_members of the district synods ; the district 
| synods elect the provincial synods, and those a 
general synod. All these elections are to take | 
place as soon as possible. Questions of doc- 
trine are not to be within the sphere of action | 
, of the synods. The pastor also remains quite 
was brought before the High Ecclesiastical independent of the elders with reference to | 
Cowneil.: Asa member of that body, his feel- his preaching and the administration of the 
ings did not allow him to remain absent at | sacraments. Practically, the changes wrought | 
such a critical moment. In the session of the by this new constitution are very small, and the 
25th June, he took an active part in the dis Liberal press is rather dissatisfied. The Protes- | 
cussion, which lasted nearly seven hours. He  tanten-Verein will hardly gain by this consti- 
knew what offence it would give if Dr. Sydow tution, and believers, even among the decided 
were restored to his pastoral office ; he there- Lutherans, will find that many of their fears 
that same evening he was seized with a fit, 
from the results of which he never recovered. lieving men as elders of the Church. If that | 
takes place, our Church will have the great 
authority. Ifthe new constitution gives prac- 
| tical proofs of her goodness, if the synods 
thernscives to be assemblies filled with 
| t, 
"greater privileges will undoubtedly be granted 
to the synods; and so we hail this as a 
gradual but decided step towards obtaining 
‘for oar Church the independence from the 
| State so long promised by the Prussian Con- 
. stitution, We also hope that practical Chrie- 
The legal term “independent” means @ maa | 
office, or his own business. Only those vat 
excluded from this right who do not enjoy 
| 
| 
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all I could learn, he bore the character of «| others oblong, built of clay. These 
very steady, quiet man. I further found that| or huts are built with walle fourteer 
he was given to habits of industry. One thing | eighteen inches thick, and seven 
t was against him—he had two wives, This,| before the roof is put on. The roof is 
however, I soon found was an obstacle easily | of sawn timber, and thatched as a 
overcome. He had already made arrangements | house. In lien of the Kaffir doorway 
for the second and younger wife. She was to re- | feet h rude} 

: turn to her father, and the stock with which he| up, there is a good substantial 

: had originally bought her was not to be claimed frame, with lock and , 

gq by him. She was free to do what she liked. | longer made on the floor in the middle 
Still I was doubtfal ; but not wishing to throw | hut, for in these new huts there is a 
cold water on any good intention the man fireplace and chimney run up with 


2 


according to the new style of house which I | tering. Tools are very expensive, and 

lately introduced on my station for the ideas of angles or sides very crude. Well, 
residing bere, I had no objection to | this man of whom I am writing went in at 
the mission ground, but that I | once for such a hut as I have described. 
to offer him as yet, where he This was in June, 1871. About six or eight 
He said, in answer, “I don’t ex-| months after he came to say they were all 
to give me land till you know me; | going to leave for a time. He had bired 
a waggon and oxen, and a small | himself to a man going to the diamond-fielda, 
+ sheep and goats. I can also borrow | who had engaged him as driver to bis own 
| iece of land from some of my friends about | waggon. His wife and children were to live 


FEE 
‘Fe 
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ill such time as you see fit to give me 


3 

= 


months after, that man had built they were all going away. He said it would 

one of the nicest houses on the sta-| be only for a time ; but when I found he had 

You are, of course, aware of the kind given his house to a family on the place— 

ut natives build for themselves in their | althongh they said it was only a loan—lI had 

state. A circle from sixteen to twenty my suspicions. In less than four months, 

feet in diameter ; sticks about the thickness however, he was back again, to the astonish- 

of your wrist, and eight or nine feet high,| ment of all, and to the no small discom- 

are stuck in this circle, entering the ground | fiture of the people to whom he had lent his 

- bout six inches. To these, slighter sticks are | house, who, thinking it a regular case of 

spliced on. The tops of these are then brought | “ gone for good,” had pulled down their old 

_ ver and jvined to the opposite ones, and there | but, against which I had been for a long time 

is the framework of a Kaffir hut proper. On to; waging war. The wife had hired herself out 

theee perpendicular sticks, still slighter ones | as a house servant, and her time would not 

are tied, to serve as laths whereon the straw | be up before Christmas, or, more correctly 

is fastened. To prevent this house or hut} speaking, New Year. This was a sad disap- 

. from tumbling down, it is propped up within | pointment to “Grontonga,” who had hoped 

, : by thick poles. All that is wanting now is,| to be baptized, “he and his whole house,” 

_ _ that the hut be thatched, and the ground in- | either on New Year's Eve, or New Year's Day. 

{ side levelled, and made into a house floor by| I could give him no lands, as he was still 

throwing in heaps, which have been made by | as @ stranger to me, and his family were 

a peculiar kind of ant, These heaps, at first | away; neither did he ask for any. I, how- 

+ sight, look like masses of large iron-stone, or | ever, gave him a piece from my own glebe 

: boulders, especially in the winter after the | land, on which to sow a little wheat. In 

7 grass has been burned. The thatcbing and | January I left for Graham’s-town, there to at- 

flooring is the work of the women, and is very | tend a Missionary Conference. I was away 

, _ soon done. It is needless to say, such houses | fourteen days. On my return I found that 

_ _ are anything but what is to be desired, and|Grontonga had also been away, and had 

7 _ retard the progress of civilization. A low, | brought his wife and children to the mission. 

emoky, dark. hut is hardly the place where He now came and reminded me of his long 

one would look for\ civilized, much less} desire of being baptized. I had several con- 

Christién habits. In place of these I have | versations with him and his wife, and finding 

introduced hats, some of them still round, | them very well informed on many points of 

but not leas than twenty feet in diameter, Christianity, I asked them who had been . 


| 
i might have, I told } 
concerned, provided 


, coming Christians. 


3 


= 

2. 


One girl, aged about thirteen, was called 
Emma ; one boy, about eleven, Jacob; one 
boy, about eight or nine, John ; one girl, 
about six, Eleanor ; and a little boy, of about 
two years old, was called Thomas. This last 
was the only one who had no Kaffir name; 
and I look upon this as another sign that 


name, while all their other children had 
Kaffir names—bave been thinking some time 
of renouncing their heathen habits and be- 


Christian, and his also, of being married 
according to Christian custom. As they had 
been for so many years married Kaffir fashion, 
I told him, in their case, I would write for 
the Bishop's sanction, and so avoid calling 
their banns. I was very much amused to 
find that this was quite contrary to Abra- 
ham’s wishes, and those of his wife. We 
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had, together with another native convert, 
some further conversation, and it was ar- 
ranged to let the matter stand over for a few 
days. On Sunday, February 23, 1873, the 


;| bamns were called for the first time; but 


they were not married until Easter Monday. 

I ought to have said that Abraham and 
his wife have been all their lives living in 
heathen kraals, excepting such times as they 
were living as hired servants on farms. He 
had had no direct before coming to 
me. He had only heard very lightly anything 
concerning God's Word. An occasional passing 
visit to a mission station, conversations with 
native Christians, and his own observation 
were all the external influences he ever had, 
as far as I can make out. He was not 
obliged to come on mission land. There are 
any number of heathen kraale where he 
would have been made welcome, and which 
are, like the mission, all under Government 
rule and English laws ; for we happen to 
be living just on the border, and in one hour 
we are out of the colony of the Cape of Good 
Hope, as far as English jurisdiction is con- 
cerned. He has, and for some time previous 
to being baptized, kept his family very 
respectably clothed. Three of his children 


; | come to the day-school, and one to our night- 


schools. . 

I have been looking over my work, as well 
as the previous work of this mission since its 
commencement, and though we cannot speak 
of our converts by the hundreds, the steady 
growth and increase, both with regard to 
baptisms as well as communicants, in connec- 
tion with this mission, is cause for great 
thankfulness. 

Thanks to some friends in England, we 
are looking forward to receiving a very nice 
Communion Service, which will indeed be a 
valuable gift, and one for which we have 
long wished. The le in the meantime 
will not be idle. It is the wish of several 
Christian -men to build mea chancel and 
belfry ; and although I do not like in my 
reports to write about anything vat what 
really has been done, I am sure the society 
cannot but feel glad to hear that such feel- 
ings and aspirations are in the hearts of these 
poor people. Out of the 118 adult converts, - 
I am sure I am right when I say that twelve 
years ago 100 of them were heathens, “Not — 
unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy . 
name give the praise.” Mission Field. 
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1, 1872) cal | 
teaching them, as they had only attended 
once or twice my catechizing classes. They | 
answered me that they had been making in- | 
quiries for themselves. Some native Chris- | 
tians on the place had instructed them | 
and, in fact, they had been availing them- ) 
selves of every opportunity of improving | 
their spiritual condition. I could have no is 
doubt of their sincerity, if facts were to be 

one | - 
ver- | 

men- | 
ng 

o get | | 
hey | | 
I 

confirmation. He then | 
much in earnest, I no longer hesitated ; and | | | 
on the following Sunday, at the Kaffir at 
morning service, this man, his wife and i- 
family, were, by holy baptism, publicly ad- 

mitted into the congregation of Christ’s flock 
He, Grontonga, took the name of Abraham | 
pT Sarah Jane. I tried to dis- | 
the name Jane, but failed. | i” 

they must—in giving the boy a European 

| were baptized, I was ~ 

told that Abraham wanted to see me, and I 

sent to him to come tomy study. He told 

me that he was degrous, now that he was a | 
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Home 


for the great and holy objects which we have 


of the heathen wilderness. The need of a 
further increase both of labourers and of re- 
sources will still be kept in mind, but the 
committee of this society are disposed to 
recommend to their friends and supporters 
that the prominent subject of desire and 
prayer should be the putting forth of the 
power of the Holy Ghost, stirring up the 
native churches to a higher standard of holi- 
ness and geal, and leading many among the 
heathen to acknowledge the Lord Jesus 
Christ as the power of God and the wisdom 
of God. We cannot doubt but that blessing 
is vouchsafed in proportion as the truth is 


August 20, 1873. 
“ My dear Sir,—God’s blessing i 


of our missions; and that we should give 
humble and hearty thanks to Him for the 


Pray- 
ing God to bless all efforts for the extension — 


“The Rev. H. Wright, Secretary of the 
Church Missionary Society.” 


mendation. Its conimittee, however, acting 
upon the good old motto, Ora et labora, and 
fully aware how valueless are their exertions 
without the divine blessing, are desirous that 
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i DAY OF INTERCESSION FOR FOREIGN Missiows. | progress which has been made during the 
The Archbishop of Canterbury has issued | last twelve months. I would suggest Wednes- 
a letter, inviting to the renewed observance | day, the 3rd of December, as a suitable day, 
of a day of supplication and thanksgiving on | and I am glad to believe that your society 
; behalf of foreign missions. In sending it | concurs with me in the desirableness of en- 
for publication, the Rev. H. Wright, Hon. couraging those interested in missionary work 
| Secretary of the Church Missionary Society, | thus to unite in prayer and thankagiving. 
says: “A feature of new and special interest | The field of missionary labour is so vast, and 
in the present instance is his Grace's exten-| the efforts which we have yet been able to 
sion of the invitation to the members of other make are so small when compared with the > 
| Protestant Missionary Societies, besides those | magnitude of the task before us, that, besides 
' belonging more exclusively to the Church of | the duty of thus approaching God, it seems 
England. There were many such, both in | very desirable that an opportunity should be 
Great Britain and other countries, who spon- | taken to stir up the minds of Christians to 
ance of last year, and we have reason to 
: hope that there will be still more this year | of our Lord’s kingdom, 
who will gladly avail themselves of the oppor-| “I am, yours faithfully in Christ Jesus, 
tunity of thus uniting at the throne of grace “ A. C. Canwtuar. 
be secured an observance yet more general, ANTI-RITUALISTIC MEETINGS. 
| and an union of heart and desire yet more| A numerously-attended meeting was held 
wide and deep, than was manifested on the | in the Cutlers’ Hall, Sheffiely on the even- 
| 20th of December last, to be followed by | ing of the 8th ult., to protest against the 
, more copious showers of heavenly blessing | attempt now being made to introduce auri- 
' than have yet fallen upon the vast pastures | cular confession into the Church of England. 
The meeting was presided over by Mr. T. | 
| Turner (a former “ Master Cutler”), and 
addresses were delivered by the Rev. G. W. 
Weldon, Rey, Canon Sale, Mr. W. C. Leng, 
Rev, J. Battersby, and the Rev. Dr. Potter. | 
| Resolutions in accordance with the object of ) 
: the meeting were adopted. At Manchester, 
Birmingham, and Leicester, aleo, the largest 
halls have been filled to overflowing by 
audiences who have protested against the 
i attempt now being made by the Romanizers 
in the Church of England to introduce the 
) confessional, The Council of the Church 
| Association deserve the warm support of all 
| realized and acted upon, that ‘power belongeth earnest Protestants for the vigour with which 
unto God,’” | they are prosecuting this anti-confessional 
His Grace’s letter is as follows :— _campaign in the provinces, for it is under 
“ Lambeth Palace, 8.E., _ their auspices that the meetings in question 7 
have been held. 
' festly attended the Day of Intercession for | The zealous efforts of the Sunday-school 
s missionary work, in which so many of us| Union in promoting the scriptural teaching 
joined last year. It seems to me very desir- | of the young by its periodical examinations 
able that,on some day toward the close of | and other means, deserve the warmest com- 
4 the present year, we should again approach 
God with opr united intercessions on behalf : 


band, to the number of about twenty, were 


the “ Crown and Sceptre,” a resort of thieves, 
being hid away from the rounds of the police- 
man, and was always to the thief a harbour of 
refuge. Like all such dens, it had its “jester,” 
who was the pride of the neighbourhood and 
the fortune of the landlord. Owing to the 


to those who for years he had delighted with 
his blasphemy at the Crown and Sceptre, I 
need not trace the struggles of this effort to 
plant the Gospel standard here, nor speak how 
_ boldly this jester laboured until two years 
since, when he entered into his rest, followed 
by many he had been the means of bringing 
to the Saviour. Suffice it to say that the 
Crown and Sceptre is now “lost to sight,” 
which was once to “ memory dear,” but the 
mission-house stands upon its site. The 
preaching of Mr, May closed its doors. 

IT had not long to wait before the 
returned, dust-begrimed, hoarse, and scorched 
with the broiling sun. They were conveyed 
to a large room, where tea was in readiness 


/ 
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As there were a few 


by another aged labourer, who for forty years c 


of heaven his 


the exception of three, who were left to con- 
duct evening service at home, for the 

is open every night in the week. 
led the way through courts and passages, his 
little army following in the rear sometimes 


being compelled to walk in single file. As 


& 


| 
October 1, 1873.) 
those who cannot otherwise assist in the good for 
work, as well as all who are actively en- | 
gaged in it, shall unite in intereemion for a of 
blessing on Sunday-schools, and for an ont- | f 
pouring of the Holy Spirit on teachers and | t | 
scholars. The 19th and 20th of October have | j it 
been fixed upon for this purpose. in | 
A SUNDAY EVENING IN 8T. LUKE'S. | 

We abridge the following from an interest- | 
ing article in the Weekly Review :— 

Great Arthur Street is a narrow, uninviting while tea was partaken of. They were relat- 7 
defile, running out of Golden Lane, and lesing _ ing the experiences of that day—how they | 
itself in intermediate courts and alleys. It | were driven from place to place, and how, in 

. was about five o'clock when I found myself | some instances, they had numerous and atten- | 
in front of the mission-house in this street. | tive hearers. They were not disheartened at ‘ 

° On stepping inside, the interior presented the | their misfortunes, but rather rejoicing over : 
appearance of a large hall of recent structure, | their successes, I have seen many pleasant 
with its harmonium, rostrum, and well-scrubbed | sights, but still there was a novelty pre- 
benches, I was informed that the Gospel | sented to my view here. Surrounded as we . 
MOMCALAIILY SX rom the various p | it was very gratifying to see so many men able | 
ing-stations to partake of tea. It had been | and willing to take the lowest place in the ; 
arranged that their labours were to extend Master's vineyard—men who 
from early morn until the shades of evening | “ Crave not for lofty tasks, but turn the small 7 
had set in, and the mission-house was made | To greatness by the grest heart doing all A | 
teen years ago, Dir. heu ay commen | | 
open-air work in the slums of St, Luke's. | by them, they were the 
When he entered upon this labour po one and cat rom the noise without. Ever | 
had preached to these people within the | and anon they wiped the sweat from their 
memory of the oldest inhabitant then living. | brows, and never was there more “ honest if 
For two years he had preached on a dust- | sweat” than that caused by labouring for the | 
heap, and was very roughly handled by the | Master. : : 
people. Another of his stations was in Great| Tea was soon over, for they had to work if 
Arthur Street, near a noted public-house, called | while it was day. | 

minutes to spare, a venerable Christian, named 
| Dr. Ellis, delivered a brief addsess on open- | 
re preaching, which could not have failed in 
| stimulating his younger companions who were 
'tising up to take the place of those who, like 
| himeelf, bad borne the burden and heat of the 
preaching of Mr, May, this jester was con- day, Though « man of position and learn- 
verted, and very soon commenced preaching | ing, he had spent his Sabbath in the squalid 
| 
had made the canopy 
sanctuary, The missionary having asked a 
blessing on the labours of the evening, in a 
few minutes all were outside the mission, with | 
was anxious to behold this raid upon St. { 
Luke's heathenism, I kept with them. The 
names of some of the slums were entirely i 
obliterated with the dust and smoke of ages, 


| 


of a tolerably wide court, just in front of two 
wretched-looking houses. I might add that a 
message had been sent to the mission for some- 
one to conduct service here, and I will tell 
you why. 
concealed a multitude of suffering. In one of 
them « poor bed-ridden woman lay, another 
was on her death-bed, and in the next a poor 
old man was paralyzed. 

Though all the houses were small, hun- 
dreds of heads came to the windows, and the 
court was blocked with dirty children. The 
doorways were full of people, and by our side 
reclined a poor woman, her wasted form be- 


speaking that her on earth were few. 
Three more were left here, and the 
remainder farther. We passed 


houses where the tailor, the shoemaker, and 
the needlewoman were all at work. These 
needlewomen earn twopence-halfpenny per 
diem brace-making, so it might bave been 
their poverty, but not their will, that made 
them consent to work on the day of rest. The 


next station where a relay was left was the 


moat uninviting I had witnessed, as the people 
were very hostile. Many of the women and 


lurked in almost every dwelling, and the im- 
press of death seemed stamped on numberless 


The walls of these two houses |i 


of rags and filth, and on this a woman, appa- 
rently about thirty years of age, little more 


pray outside. On being told that they were 
praying, she attempted to crawl like an animal 
towards the broken window, and fell back . 
exhausted. The missionary having opened 
the window to admit of the words of the 
speaker, he withdrew, promising to call again. 
The remaining preachers were taken to stations 


+Gntil all were told off, and, with slight excep- 


all. At last, when the missionary had caused 
the alleys to resound with prayer and praise, 
he delivered an address himself. So time 
wore on till the rain began to fall, and night 
rapidly closed over the slams, and darkness 
darker than night over their teeming thou- 
sands. 

Such is the state of St. Luke’s to-day, after 
the missionary has persistently proclaimed the 
Gospel here for thirteen yeara, and watched 
by the beds of the dying. How hard to be a 
Christian, and live in such a neighbourhood ! 
But that there are God-fearing people here I 
had an opportunity of witnessing with my 
own eyes, I felt as I wandered home that no 
stronger evidence could be found that the 
apostolic spirit, not of succession, but of the 
Spirit, still existed, than that so many men 
could be found to labour in such a neighbour- 
hood as this. And those who organize \and 
take the lead in this work are surely worthy 


of our prayers and support. 


| 
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I noticed were “ Hot Water Court” | the more When the mis- 
) Harbour Court.” The first halt | sionary gave out the h “We sing of the 
realms of the blest,” he his face to- 
wards a broken window jus\ behind where he 
stood. I thought he had a motive in doing 
so, which I soon learned. When the hymn 
was sung through, he entered a door in the 
| passage, and I followed him. As he pushed 
another door it yielded to his touch, and an 
_agonized voice fell upon my ear, rendered the 
more horrible mingling as it did with the 
: prayer without. As I stood in the dark pas- 
sage I canght the words, “Ob, Mr. May, I 
out the hymn, “ was just saying I heard your voice for the 
} so lond and so shrill.” | last time.” I walked up to the door, and 
|, sung through, three | until I grew accustomed to the darkness I 
; station. They had not far to traverse, as a | 
thousand preachers could have found congre- | than a skeleton. Uttering these few words, 
j gations here, if it were only at the windows. the poor creature fell back exhausted, her 
The next position was taken up at the bottom ragged garment scarcely covering her wasted 
: frame. On a chair near the window of this 
| small chamber, which was not more than four 
, | yards square, sat her husband, powerless with 
_rheumatiem. “How are you, Mra. —— ?” 
2 | nquired the missionary. I did not catch the 
reply, but she wanted someone to stop and 
| 
| 
| 
tions, the previous description will suffice for 
| 
| 
and shoes were pretty freely dispensed with. 
How so many people as were about could find 
shelter in the surrounding houses remained, 
and still remains, a mystery to me. [Ilness 
facesas they peered through broken windows. 
_ fourth place occupied was court about 
_ fifty yards in length, and entered at either 
: end by a very narrow passage. By this time | 
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TURKEY. 
- Van is a new station of the American Board to the east of Constantinople. Its first . 
annual report as a mission station, published by the Missionary Herald, contains the follow- — 
ing: “ The city contains, according to the best authority, 7,000 houses, of which 4,500 are 
Christian and 2.500 Moslem. Allowing five souls to a house, which is certainly not too 
many, the population of the city is 35,000, of whom 22,500 are nominal Christiana The 
province of which Van is the capital contains probably from 125,000 to 150,000 Christian 
souls, of whom perhaps 90,000 are Armenian and the rest Nestorian. The latter are 
mostly in the mountain Nestorian region, where our brethren of the Persia Mission have 
several out-stationa. In the city the men are far from servilely obedient to ecclesiastical 
more of the old-time reverence in the villages. Still, 
hope that the villages even will be less stoutly shut ; 
against us than we had feared. The ecclesiastical class is large, there being twenty-eight | 
monasteries, with an aggregate of about eighty vartabeds, in the pachalic. This, taking the 
Armenian lation as 90,000, gives one vartabed to every 1,125 souls; or one of every 
280 adult mal@ is a vartabed. The number of priests is much larger, probably three or 
four to one. In ity are twenty-eight priests, and the proportion in the villages is much 
greater. The experience of the few months spent here teaches us that Satan intends giving __ 
us no easy victory. Yet the Lord is holding out many hopeful signs, and if we have grace | 


to work with the proper humility, faith, and earnestness, we are confident of reaping iu due 
time, and reaping abundantly.” : 
CENTRAL ASIA. 


The Rev. Mr. Redslob, of the Thibet Moravian Mission, wrote from Kyelang, shortly 
after his arrival at that place from Europe ; “On our journey from Kalka hither we had already 
formed an acquaintance with Matthew, a member of the little band of Christians at Kyelang, 
and found that the pictures which we had seen of our Thibetans were by no means flattering 
‘ likenessea,. It may be that the photographs exhibit their colour darker than it is in | 
reality, for their faces are not browner than those of Europeans who return sun-burnt from uo ! 
tour among the Alps.” Mr. Redslob goes on to remark upon the dress of the people, in which, 4 
especially that of the women, he finds an evidence of the elevating influence of Christianity : 
“The chief distinguishing feature about the women is the head-dress. Our Ladak sisters, 


as well as.all the women here, braid their hair in some thirty plaits, and attach to it in front | 


thrown over the crown of the head so as to reach pretty nearly to the lower of the 
L dress. This strip, which is their choicest ornament, is set off with silver and turquvise 
' decorations, and fastened in front of the head by a very large turquoise. These stones, 
brought from China and Yarkand, are evidently not of the same value as with us at home, 
The derak, as this ornament for the head is called—such a one, for instance, as Hannah wears 
—containing no fewer than eighty large and small turquoises, generally costs about eighty 
rupees, In addition they wear amber and silver necklaces, and ear-rings, not in the lobes 
of the ear, but higher up, which are about the size of a crown-piece, and on account of their 
weight, from four to six rings being worn on each side, quite disfigure the ear. Instead of 
the berak, the Lahoul women wear upon the forehead a so-called syir-kyir, or small coronet 
of silver, and if it is to be something very special, there is the addition of little pieces of 
gold which are washed out of the river Bhaga. This ornament contrasts strangely with the 
extreme dirtiness of the heathen women of Lahoul. As they with all these plaits only arrange 
their hair perhaps once a-month, it is no wonder that it is filled not only with dust and dirt, 
bnt also with vermin. | It is very pleasing to see how Christianity has had also a civilizing 
effect on our Christians. For instance, when they sit on the floor in the front row at our 
services, clean and very neatly clothed, the women with sheepskins, coloured green and red, 
thrown over the shoulders, and behind them: some of the Kyelang people, one intuitively - —— 
notices the dark heathenism in the faces, so black with dirt that their proper native brown 
colour cannot be seen. It is true that we see alsa in our people many eccentricities in dress, 
For example, Matthew wears over his upper garment a waistcoat, which was lately sent him. 
It struck me quite involuntarily that bringing the Gospel to them is something very different 
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fron Earopean.zing them, and that it certainly would not be well to press upon them our 
customs and way of life, nor even to commend them as something worthy of imitation. Let 
me add a few words respecting our little Christian congregation. I cannot describe the 
feeling of my wife and myself when at Christmas we approached the Lord’s table for the first 
time with our little flock. The men were all clothed in white, whilst the women wore a 
white shawl over their dark clothing. We were plainly reminded that we were in the East 
by their manner of kneeling, as they always prostrate themselves, bowing their heads down 
to the grocnd. It was certainly a touching and elevating sight, when our little congregation, 
the first-fruits of this people, waited in a festal assembly and with evident longing for the 
highest good—the enjoyment of the body and blood of the Lord. I could not help remember- 
ing how I was affected at the enjoyment of the Holy Communion for the last time st Herrn- 
hat, when I there surveyed the large congregation assembled at the Lord's table; and yet I 
can say with regard to our meeting in this place, that we evidently perceived the nearness of 
the Lord, small as was the number of communicants, and that to me the hour was one of 
real spiritual enjoyment. It is a cause for much joy that our Christians know of no separa- 
tion in the matter of rank between themselves and us, They come to visit us freely, and 
we also go on Sunday afternoons to them. Their houses are small, but we notice an en- 
deavour to keep them neat and clean.” 
INDIA. 

The Rev. R. D. Johnston, of the London Society’s Mission at Nundial, in the Kurnool 
district of Southern India, labours among a people, the majority of whom belong to the oppressed 
periah caste.. It is not, therefore, to be wondered at if the remnants of idolatry and super- 
stition still linger among those who have professedly embraced Christianity ; or if, in some 
instances, the missionary has to deplore a want of heartiness in the reception of the Gospel, 
and of steadfast adherence to the precepts which it inculcates. Nevertheless, in reviewing 
the progress made since the commencement of the mission, there is much cause for thankful- 
ness and encouragement, The number of adherents jhas increased sevenfold, and that of 
communicants in a still larger proportion. An ordained native pastor labours in the district, 
while in fourteen schools a Christiaan education is being imparted to the rising generation. 
The missionary thus records the operations of the past year: “ At the beginning of the year 
the total number of persons connected with the mission, baptized and unbaptized, was seven 
hundred and twenty-nine ; at the close of the same the roll exhibited an aggregate of 1,590 ; 
—of these seven hundred and twelve consist of those baptized and commanicants, and eight ~ 
hundred and seventy-eight of those who have placed themselves under Christian instruction 
preparatory to baptism. It will thus be perceived that here has been an increase of eight 
hundred and sixty-one souls during the year, the largest accession which the mission has 
received in any one year since its establishment in 1855. Among those who have been bap- 
tized this year isa family of three individuals, belonging to the Boya caste, a caste which 
ranks little below the Sudra. In bygone tithes, when the country was yet under the rule of 
its own Rajahs, the Boyas as a class were renowned for their daring exploits on the hunting 
and battle field, and on freebooting expeditions ; and some raised themselves to the position 
of chieftains or petty Rajabs, acknowledging allegiance, however, to the Hindu’\Kings of 
Bijanayar, who for several centuries held undisputed sway over a very large portion of Southern 
India. But since the subversion of the Hindu dynasty by the Mohammedans, the power of 
the Boyas in these parts has been well-nigh extinct. There are a few that still follow the 
occupation of their forefathers—that of hunting and fowling ; but the majority of them find 
employment as village watchmen. No little excitement was raised among their friends an-l 
relatives, and among their neighbours, when the fact became known that the three above 
mentioned were about to abandon the religion of their fathers for Christianity. Seeing that 
persuasive measures were of no avail, they had recourse to severer means in order to turn 
them from their purpose. False claims for debt were brought against them, and to some 
extent they have had to suffer loss in a pecuniary way ; but, in spite of all the troubles aud 
annoyances they have had to endure, they had grace from above to enable them to uct up to 
their convictions, and to make an open profession of their faith in the Lord Jesus.” 

No department of mission work has been found more encouraging, and in none is a 
better opportunity afforded for-reaching the masses of the people who would ‘otherwise live 


_and die in all the errors and superstitions of hdathenism, than itinerancies. Some incidents — 


that came under the.notice of the Rev. T. B.\Chatterjea, a native pastor, while visiting the — 
Issanuittee with two evangelists, for the purpose of preaching the Gospel, are thus described bf 
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“ It is in no way discouraging to recollect some of the occurrences which took place daring our 
missionary tours. In our journey to the Baraset district, more than once, invitations were 
received from young men to go to their villages and schools to preach the glad tidings— 
Christ and Him crucified. Parties who undervalue preaching the Gospel to the heathen, and 
sneer at preachers, would have been ashamed had they seen the countenances of the hearers 
at Tababaresh. When the preachers were leaving the village, a party of young men 
approached them and said, ‘ Why not build a place of worship for us in this village?’ At 
Duttopookur, several young men said; ‘If you come to us annually in this way, you will 
soon make us disciples of Christ. We believe in Christ, but can't follow him owing to the 
fear of our parents.” Some young men of Badooriah and Sharapoola not only remained for 
hours with the preachers, but helped them in distributing tracts and in selling Scriptures. 
About a doszen-of these young men humbly and seriously requested the preachers to provide 
means for their embracing the religion of Christ. At one place only, Gholpara, were the 
preachers insulted, and a few of their Scriptures stolen by the zemindar's servants.” 
OHUNA. 

The missionaries of the London Society in Amoy report manifest success in the preach- 
ing of the Gospel. This success, however, is not unmixed with disappointment. Of some 
moat hopeful followers the missionaries have to write, “‘ They walk no more with us ;” while, 
in the case of others, the claims of the Gospel upon its professors meet with a half-hearted 
and grudging response ; and the self-sacrificing spirit which it inculcates is borne down by 
the spirit of the world. After referring to some who have erred from the truth, the Rev. 
James Sadler writes : “The loss of these men has caused me intense grief, and put me in 
great difficulties ; but I have the hope that God is raising up others to fill their places, and 
am thankful that some of the older preachers are ripening in knowledge and experience. 
During the year I have had the pleasure of baptizing twenty-five new converts at the various 
places under my care. There are others who have given evidence of a change of heart, who 
have been prevented from receiving baptism through ill-health and other unavoidable circum- 
stances.. At Benoa there are a number of inquirers whose motive, we hope, is pure, and 
who have steadily attended morning and evening prayers at the chapel for a year and a-half. 
But they need ities tending and more thorough mastery over their old habits ; and, there- 
fore, notwithstanding their profession of faith in Christ and earnestness in Prayer, they have 
been delayed.” 

Perhaps no severer test can be imposed upon a native church emerging from heathen- 
ism than that of the inculcation of this primary duty of Christiane. “It Would be wrong 
not to testify to the goodness of God in answering prayer concerning the matter of self-sup- 
port. Nothing is more difficult than to get the truth about this point into the minds and 
hearts of the converts. 1 have stood by the hour battling with objecticas of the most serious | 
kind, such as, ‘ You have no idea of my poverty ;’ ‘The times are so bad that I think I must 
go abroad to try to get a living more easily ;” ‘ The drought is so long continued that we can 
hardly obtain the necessaries of life ;’ ‘We have large families to maintain ;’ ‘Illness is pre- 
valent ;’ ‘I cannot act without the euncunt of m¥euperiors, who, being heathen, do not sym- 
pathize with me. These and such like objections, the exact weight of which “it is difficult 
to know, are not easily answered, especially as we only use persuasion ; whereas the converts, 
during all the years they were idolators, were accustomed to be forced to pay up their con- 
tributions. A special effort, such as paying down a sum for the building of a chapel, is 
resisted less strénuously, as it is but once ina lifetime. Thus, during this year, the people at 

Chan-te, Koan-kow, and Aupho have, by an unusual effort, as will appear from the statistics, 
carried out a previously-formed intention of providing improved chapel accommodation. But 
continued demands upon them to meet the preacher's salary try their patience and chafe 
their spirit, the more so as in the course of time all the above objections are sure to have 
force ; hae because heathenism abounds, the love of many waxes cold. The fact that, in the 
face of all these difficulties, the eelf-support question is becoming better understood and more 
and more acted om, is no small cause for gratitude.” 

SOUTH AFRICA. 
from Mr. Pinkerton, the youngest of the Board’s Zulu 
Mission at Umtwalumi, indicate his interest in labours away from the stations among the 


people of the kraals, “up the deep, broad, and rugged valleys, where thousands of heathen 


‘dwell, who have -heard little or riothing of the Saviour.” The field is deseribed as large. 


There are fyoni 600 to 1,000 and'the large ptopértion of them are hard to'be (Rot 
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pitous hills, in deep ravines, in a roadless country, and a country interminably 
Mr: Pinkerton (which we quote from the 
Missionary Herald) will give the reader some opportunity to follow him in such labours. 
Writing early this year, he said: “ There appears to be a good degree of spiritual interest in 
our churches. Seven united with the church here at the last communion, and three are 
expected to join at Amahlongwa in two weeks. We spend a Sabbath at each of the stations, 
Ifafa and Amablongwa, every four weeks. I have began to hold outside meetings among 
the kraals on week-days, and intend steadily to increase them. These days of toil in this 
field are rich\in spiritual reward ; they are worth coming to Africa to enjoy, and they 
ated, apart On April 1 he wrote again: “ During the past three months we 
ve steadily advanced in the survey and occupation of our field. Although the most busy 
season of the year, when people must be constantly in the gardens to protect them from 
birds and monkeys, we have had fair congregations of attentive listeners.” - After giving 
some incidents of the work, he adds: “I have preached formal sermons in ten different 
and to several chiefs (there is plenty of court preaching in this field). Six nights 

have been passed sleeping on the ground in Kaffir huts Chiefs and people receive us 
hospitably, and our native Christians are coming up bravely to help us. One by one, we 


We are sorry to learn that the Ashantees are yet in full possession of the field. Many 
of the Wesleyan mission chapels have been destroyed, and the schools and congregations 
dispersed. The Home Government is acting promptly, and has sent out Sir Garnet - 
Wolseley, a distinguished officer, to command the trvops in the war against the Ashantees. 
Fil. 
The new preniises of the Fiji Wesleyan Training Institution at Navuloa were opened 
with grand festival on the 19th of March last. About four thousand chiefs and people from all 
parts of the group were present, to show their interest in the opening services of that institu- 
tion, which is clearly the hope of the Fijian Mission. King Cakoban presided at the public 
meeting, and was supported on the platform by chiefs from various districts, After sinying 
and prayer, the King rose, and said that they had met that day to formally open that 
institution. They would all remember that for some time it had been conducted at 
Kadavu ; but, as that place proved unsuitable, it had been removed to Navuloa. He 
rejoiced gréatly in the institution ; for it would be useful to them and to their children 
after them: It was not intended for Bau only, but for the whole of Fiji. The Rev. J. 
af ~ Carey, Principal of the Institution, read the sixteenth annual report. It-stated : “ When 
a i the institution was established there were fifty-four thousend nominal Christians in the 
PY island ; to-day there are one hundred and nine thousand. There were also at that date 
is . twenty thousand scholars in the village schools, learning to read their own language, then 
bi but recently reduced to writing. To-day there are over fifty thousand. The institation a 
ro : roll for the year contains the names of fifty-five young men, who have been brought together 
from all parts of the group.” Various resolutions were proposed by the English and native 
- missionaries and chiefs, and large collection of native mats, clothing, and food, suitable for 
ere the use of the students and their families, was one result of the day’s proceedings. 
, The Rev. Jesse Carey writes from Navuloa, stating that he has had the happiness to 
SS converse with a large number of natives who have been on trial for membership for a long 
| time. “Of these,” he goes on to say, “I have baptized one hundred, who are now members 
; of our Church. A few days ago, when preaching at Bau, I was introduced to three natives 
from the inland tribe of Navosa—the tribe, you will remember, that murdered Mr. Baker. 
- 


These mea came down to beg the King’s pardon for the past, which he has granted. This 
event seems to promise that the time is not distant when our teachers will be called to carry 
the Gospel to the cannibal tribes of the interior of the mainland, the only place where 
cannibalism still thrives,” 

. NEW GUINEA. 


_», The head-quarters of the New Guinea Mission of the London Society is Cape York, 

; the northernmost point of Australia, which is separated from New Guinea by Torres Straits. 
ie e There are eight stations, of which six are on islands in the Straits and two on the mainland - 

a _ of New Guinea. The work already accomplished on these islands by the native teachers 
‘Who bave volunteered for this mission work jis certainly wonderful. These teachers have | 
97h: been warmly welcomed by the islanders, and have acquired great influence over them for 


) 
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are occupying new points with regular p ing, and we expect to move in this line unti 
the Gospel guns are brought to bear on every kraal in this field.” 
WEST AFRICA. 
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good. Infanticide is discontinued, and the islanders are giving up their long-cherished fea la 
Torres Straits. 

SURINAM. 


On the Ist of July the negroes of this Dutch colony entered upon the enjoyment of all 
years’ apprenticeship, which commenced on July 1, 1863. A brief notice of the celebration 
of the day st Paramaribo, from the pen of the Rev. E. Langerfeld, who has recently been 
appointed superintendent of this important and extensive portion of the mission-field, 
appears in the columns of the Moravian weekly paper, the Herrnhet. Mr. Langerfeld 
writes: “They fulfilled their promises as to behaviour admirably. About forty thouwnd 
nhegroes—no very great number, nevertheless the bulk of the population of this colony— 
were finally freed from State supervision and enforced apprenticeship, and admitted to the 
rights of citizens. In this town of Paramaribo, the only one in the colony, a large propor- 
tion of these negroes were to be seen, many having come from the country for the occasion, 
and all went off without a disturbance of any kind. Our four public services, especially the 
singing meeting at seven P.m., at which a portion of Scripture was read and prayer offered, 
were very namerously attended. For the evening service people began to take their places 
at four p.m. already, and long before six o'clock there must have been about three thousand 
persons assembled in the church, and I know not how many more outside, perched on 
benches, walls, posts, and trees, as well as on the ground His Excellency the Governor 
was present at the morning service, and received a hearty cheer as be with difficulty made 
his way to his carriage at the close. A few knots of men paraded the streets singing in the 
course of the afternoon and evening, and to-day most have gone quietly to their work. The 
weather was most delightful on this festive day, although in the night preceding it a deluge 
of rain had fallen. At such happy seasons as this every one is charmed with ‘ these good 
people,’ And certainly, if you look at their past history, and the treatment they have had 
to endure, you cannot but be surprised at their admirable conduct ; and indeed it would be 
a sin against God and man if we were to fail to recognize in the manner in which these 


gelize the French Canadians. As the work has grown apd developed, each church who had 
a mission at work identified it with their own church. ~ The state of matters has been felt to 
be injurious to the progress of the work, and we are glad to learn that steps are now being 
taken to inaugurate achange. The French clergymen and missionaries connected with these 
several organizations have met in Halifax in conference, to examine what could be done to 
- unite them all ina common cause. The first proposal that came up for discussion was a bold 
and sweeping one—namely, that all the missionaries present agree to merge their efforts into 
- one common organization, forming a French Protestant Church of Canada—free, independent, 
and tolerant of doctrines not held essential, such as those relating to baptiem. Oncé thus 
organized, they would themselves assume the management of their own missions, and appeal 
to their English brethren for disinterested aid. It was urged, among the arguments in favour 
of this proposal, that several of the brethren feel their isolation, and are, moreover, impressed 
that it is a source of weakness for the general cause to be split into so many small fractions ; 
and that to the enlightened Romanist who begins to perceive the serious differences between 
his creed and the Gospel, the opposite claims of the sevefal Protestant Churches act as the 
stumbling-block. Those present at the Conference were all but unanimous in accepting the 
above views ; but, after mature discussion, they decided that no immediate action was desirable 
or even possible. There existed ties which could not be easily broken, and great damage 
might result to the cause if they moved without carrying along with them their English 
friends and supporters) The Conference was, however, unwilling to break up without pledy- 
ing itself to some bond of union among themselves. They decided, accordingly, to con- 
stitute themselves into a “ French-Canadian Evangelical Alliance,” meeting at stated times for 
mutual edification, encouragement, and the discussion of matters of genera] interest to the 
cause, This first conference of French missionaries was largely attended, and althongh little 
more was effected than a general interchange of views on important questions of common in- 
terest, it has proved beneficial and highly encouraging to all engazed. They have felt and 
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“I~ Essewtiats, Untry; Now-Essertiat-, Liggett; of alt Caagrrr.” 


THE ORIGIN, OBJECTS, AND OPERATIONS OF THE EVANGELICAL 
ALLIANCE : 
| A HISTORICAL SKETCH. 
Prepared for the General Conference of Christians of all Nations, held in New York, US, 
October, 1873. 
BY THE REV. JAMES DAVIS, BRITISH SECRETARY. 


Ir the Evangelical Alliance were a new institution, it would be none the less excellent, but 
in name only has it the stamp of novelty. The Church of God has never been otherwise 
than one. “ One faith, one Lord, one baptism, one God and Father of all,” is applicable to 
all ages. It is equally true to say that this unity has always co-existed with diversities of 
administration. Israel, under the former dispensation, was one baving a divine revelation— 
the rule of life, the inspirer of consolation and peace, of joy and hope, to every member of 
that Church. But Israel was composed of twelve tribes, equally included in the same cove 
nant, interested in the same promises, inheritors of the same heavenly rest, typified by an 
earthly one. They occupied different positions, and were called by different names, yet they 
were one Israel. At stated seasons separation and estrangement were forgotten at the clear 
call of God to assemble for sacred festival in Jerusalem. “ Whither the tribes go up, the 
tribes of the Lord unto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto the name of the Lord. 


Evangelical Alliance. 

The Charch has not, and never can lose ite essential unity. Forms of worship may 
vary, for on these things Holy Scripture is silent ; modes of government may differ, for 
these are matters of doubtful interpretation, and Protestants own no infallible authority 
short of the Word of God. There is one body. All true believers admit that they are one 
in Christ—He is the Head of the Church. The Lord Jesus Christ came “ to gather in one 
things in himself, both which are in heaven and which are in earth, even in him.” Delightful 
fact, applicable to the great multitude which no man could number, of all nations, kindreds, 
and people and tongues, whether standing before the throne of grace~here or the throne of 
glory hereafter, redeemed and righteous through the efficacy of the atoning blood of the 
Lamb! And here again we meet the true type and model of the Evangelical Alliance. 

, On the 19th of August, 1846, some 800 professing Christians, including many of the 
holiest, the most learned and distinguished, of varivus nations, assembled in Freemasons’ 
Hall, London, to consolidate and complete efforts which had been made in previous years to 
associate Christians of all countries in a cordial, visible, and effective union. Recent cir- 
cumstances, more especially connected with attacks made in different quarters against Evan- 
gelical Protestantism, had seriously impressed thoughtful minds with the necessity for more 
combination among those who held the same essential doctrines and were working for the 
same object. The warm aspiration after brotherly intercourse with those who, like the early 
Church, when most pure and triumphant, were of one accord, and of whom we read, “ the 
multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul,” impelled others to see 
if there could ‘hot be found a way of bridging over the narrow gulfs that separated one section 
of the Christian Church from another, and unite followers of the same Lord in holy fellow- 
ship and active and world-wide service. Noble pioneers in this great cause, from the old and 
new worlds, had written and striven for this object, sometimes crossing oceans and continents, 
animated with strong faith and exalted hope, and pleading powerfully for the increase of 


‘brotherly love, by which all mea should know the true disciples of Christ. For twenty years 


the preparations were being quietly but surely made. In Liverpool ministers of different 
denominations had been annually called together for united prayer, and an address on these 
oceasions published, exhorting Christians to follow up and widely extend that fraternal inter- 
course. In other places, at home and abroad, holy and catholic- minded men, were moving in 


Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee. Peace be within thy 
| walls, and prosperity within thy palaces. For my brethren and companions’ sakes, I will : 
now say, Peace be within thee.” So far as the true Israel were concerned, there was then an 
| 
j 
| 
| 
ar | 
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the same direction, which culminated in a proposal for a union of Evangelical Protestanta, 
for fraternal recognition, mutual aid, and the spread of the Goepel in all lands. At a Con- 
| ference of ministers of various Evangelical Churches, at the Wesleyan. Centenary Hall, 
C) London, in February, 1843, sentiments were expressed in favour of the proposal, and at a 
| great public meeting held, in consequence, in Exeter Hall, in June of the same year, such was 
the enthusiastic ardour of the assembly, that the friends of Christian union found that, instead 
of fighting a battle, they had to celebrate a victory, and make full proof of the Psalmist’s 
words, “ How good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity !” 
A meeting beld in Edinburgh im the following July contributed an important step to 
the formation of the Evangelical Alliance. It was the bi-centenary of the Westminster 
Amembly, and gave océasion to the expression of sentiments truly Catholic, and the 
advocacy, in powerful terms, of Evangelical union. The arguments and carnest language of 
one of the speakers forcibly impressed a gentleman present (the late Joha Henderson, Esq., 
of Park, Glasgow), to whom the idea at once presented iteelf of a treatise on the subject. 
some of the most eloquent and distinguished men of the day 

ve point and force to a proposal—emanating in the first instance, we believe, . 
from the Rev. Dr. Patten, of America—that a great conference of delegates from Evangelical 
Churches in various parts of the world should be held on the subject, in the metropolis of 
Great Britain. From east and west, from north and south, the encouraging answer came— 
“ Let it be carried into effect.” Fathers and brethren, the wise and good of various localit es in 


fixed for the assembly, and on that day Episcopalians, Methodists, Presbyteriars, Independents, 
Baptiste, Moravians, Lutherans, and others met from different and distant countries to 
consider the great question about to be submitted to them— the formation of an Evangelical 
Alliance. It was a seaeon of fervent prayer and praise, of hallowed intercourse, of anxions 
° and animated discussion ; and at the fourth session the following resolution was unanimously 
paseed : “The members of this Conference are deeply convinced of the desirableners of 


- * forming & confederation on the basis of the great Evangelical principles held in common by 


respective provinces and countries, to reflect on the good work in which they had been 
engaged, and to organize associations for extending its influence and benefits as widely A 
~ ~‘qs possible, But British and foreign ministers of the Gospel did not separate without - 
ving some suitable expression of their fraternal sympathy as fellow ambassadors for 
Christ. On the Lord’sday, August 23, by mutual arrangement, an interchange of services 


in German, and other languages,—foreshadowing the time, 
not very far distant, it is hoped, when all national, as well as international, hindrances will 
y men, apt to teach, and giving full proof of 
their ministry, will be weloomed in all pulpits to preach the unsearchable riches of Chriet. 
- "The Alliance thus auspiciously formed, rapidly spread its fruit-bearing branches, which 
now exist not oaly in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, but also in the 
7 United Statés of America and in the principal capitals throughout the world. These organi- 
ae sations, designed for Christians “to realize in themselves and to exhibit to others that a living 
3 and everlasting union binds all true believers together in the fellowship of the Church of Christ,” 
express not only a great truth of vast importance in these days of strife and division, but a 
power which it ig incumbent upon Christians so united to use prayerfully, zealously, and 
practically whenever occasion calls it forth. That these occasions have not been wanting, 
and that the Alliance has not failed to turn them to most useful account, its subseq 
history very clearly shows, ‘ + 
In presenting this necessarily brief historical sketch of the Alliance, and recording its 
transactions, with the results which, by the blessing of God, have follawed, it would have 
been pleasant to speak of the correspondence which it has created, and the communications 
held with Evangelical Christiana, of various communities, in different parts of the world, | 


Great Britain, combined, with this object, in provisional ccmmittees formed in the Provinces ; 

and in due time their labours were crowned with success. The 19th of August, 1846, had been 

brotherly love, enjoying Christian intercourse, and promoting such other objects as they may 

hereafter agree to prosecute together. And they hereby proceed to form such a con- 

federation under the name of the Zvangelical Alliance.” The proposal became a fact. The 

Alliance was formed ; and brethren who had assembled on this occasion dispersed to their 

in London took place, and wore than eighty pulpits were occupied by members of the 

Conference, and the same glorious doctrines constituting our common Evangelical faith were 


~ 


It would have been pleasant to refer to the various societies it has originated for combining 
Christian effort in new departments of Evangelical labour—the Turkish Missions’ Aid Society, 
the Continental Committee for Religious Liberty, the Christian Vernacalar Education 
Society for India, the German Aid Society,the Christian Evidence Society —all still prosecuting 
their important home and foreign work, wi evidences of the Divine blessing. 


‘ 
4 


praise 
_ of the whole Church, and strengthen one another for greater zeal, devotion, and activity for 
the advancement of the great Christian commonwealth ? : y 

Paris.—The next General Conference was held im the capital of France, in the 


was, 
in London. The results attained through the Divine blessing afforded satisfaction to all who 
took an interest in the cause of Christian union and the spread of the Gospel. Some 
1,200 persons came from fifteen different nations to be present at the Conference, and 


whilst the deepest interest was awakened in the various subjects brought under the 
consideration of the assembly, the discussions which followed only elicited the brotherly feeling 
and perfect harmony reigning in the hearts of all. On two accasions the brethren cemented 
their fellowship with Christ and with each other by meeting at his table, when the service 


the one faith, and the expressions of the same love which .woke up in every heart the 
fervour, of holy joy. and grateful thanksgiving and praise. It is worthy of notice that 
the subject of religious liberty and the intolerance whicl at that time prevailed on the 


~ 


ry 
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( thas enabling them to express and manifest true sympathy in seasons both of joy and 
sorrow. It would have been pleasant to trace the operations of the Alliance in moderating 
controversy, in fostering cordial affection among true disciples of Christ, and supplying 
numerous occasions for their assembling together to hear tidings of the progress of the 
, Bat we proceed to speak of the larger efforts made by ecumenical society in proseca- 
tion of its design for the largest and most world-wide usefulness. The co-operation of 
, Christians being the logical, sound, and suitable object springing out of their union, it is 
essential that they should periodically meet in various lands for mutual information, for 
: wise counsel, and for strengthening the various brotherhoods of the universal household 
of God. 
; Lowpox.—The first General Council of the Evangelical Alliance subsequent to its forma- 
tion was beld in the British metropolis, in the antaumna of 1851. It was the year of the Great 
i Exhibition of the Works of Industry of all Nations, The products of all countries and the 
triamphs of art among all peoples were made tributary to Christian counsel ; and the invitation 
i to come in the interests of national peace was supplemented by one in the interests of Christian 
+ and Catholic love. The list of ministers, professors, etc, who attended that Conference pre- 
- Tanis, China, ete. At these meetings original papers, prepared with great ability and 
i4 research, were read ; a great variety of authentic religious intelligence, both home and Ee 
} foreign, was supplied, and seasons for Christian intercourse and mutual edification were 
‘a afforded, which left the happiest and most enduring impressions on the minds of those whose 
. privilege it was to be present. What nobler purpose, it might be asked, could the Evan- 
| gelical Alliance serve than that of periodically bringing together Christians of all nations, 
| not simply to avow their union and exchange affectionate greetings, or by their united 
te 
on, turning y 
: use the Exposition of Arts and Industry held in their metropolis that year. -For 
: an assembly of Christians of all nations to be held in Paris was regarded 9s an 
event of no ordinary significance. If the capital of the British kingdom merits the . 
: distinction of being the focus and centre of Protestant influences, the capital of France 
‘- is, of all continental cities, that which possesses the greatest influence in the councils 
of Rome and over the mind of Earope. The’ effect likely to be produced by such an 
> wis ucted in Various ; the elements were distributed by pastors of the 
2 diferent Churches represented in the Conference ; and the words of the Loni Jems, in 
: giving bread and in giving the wine, were pronounced in six languages—French, : 
t English, German, Dutch, Italian, and Swedish. But the varieties of human language 
| 
f 


yy far as his fellow-man is concerned, to 
in private, according to his conscience, and to propagate the 
ated agen d not contrary to morals or good order, or to that obedience to 
government which is enjoined in the Word of God. 

2. That the Conference having had its attention drawn to the persecutions endured by 
many Christian brethren for conscience’ sake, takes occasion to express its sympathy with 
them under their sufferings, and to commend them to the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3. That the Conference recommends that strenuous efforts be taken with a view to 
obtain in all countries where now intolerance prevails, the fullest religious liberty, not only 
for themselves as Protestants, but for others, irrespective of distinctions of belief ; and that, 


Thus were laid the foundations of that great work in the canse of religious freedom 
which the Alliance has prosecuted with vigour in European and Eastern countries, and on 
which the Divine blessing has so signally and so largely rested. 

Berun—The third in the series of Conferences of Evangelical Christians of various 


and proceedings of this society, his Majesty immediately avowed himself its friend, and 
subsequently, on repeated occasions, rendered to it valuable service. The King, through the 
medium of private correspondence and a royal message sent to one of the annual meetings of the 
British Organization, made known his wish that the next General Conference should take 
place in the capital of his kingdom. ‘The royal communication was as encouraging as it 
was novel and unlooked for, and naturally supplied a stimulus before which difficulties 
disappeared and exertions multiplied. Committees in Berlin and London actively co-operated 
in making the required preparations, and at an early period a preliminary meeting of 
brethren from various parts of Europe was held at Frankfort. Twice a deputation was sent to 
communicate with his Majesty, and was honoured with private audiences ; the first 


from various ecclesiastical and missionary bodies, as from the Synod of the Moravian Church, 
from the Church Missionary Conference of Calcutta, and the German Missionaries in 
Bombay. Another fact worthy of note is that British Christians of all denominations 
issued an address to their continental brethren, signed by more than 3,000 persons, and the — 
Archbishop of Canterbury, with several bishops of the United Church of England and 
public utterance, from the press, to their 
hearty sympathy and earnest prayers that the blessing of God might rest upon and 
the assembly. Amongst the public meetings held to help forward the design, special 
mention should be masle of one in London, at which the Earl of Shaftesbury tonk the chair, 
_ and one at Lambeth Palace, presided over by his Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury. At 
the latter numerous bishops and clergymen, Nonconformist mimi-*srs, pastors from foreign 
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Continent, in Protestant as well as in Roman Catholic countries, as well as the persece- 
tions endured by many Christian brethren, were forcibly brought under the attention 
of the Paris Conference, with a view to some practical steps being taken in reference 
to them. This led to the appointment of a united committee, composed of brethren from 
France, Belgium, Switzerland, Holland, Prussia, Sweden, Turkey, Great Britain, Ireland, 
and America, to whom the subject was confided for their joint counsel as to the practical 
measures which might be adopted in relation to those countries where intolerance princi- 
pally prevailed. The Committee met and drew up their report, in which resolations were 
framed, and which, on being presented to the Uonference, obtained their unanimous con- 
in fartherance of this object, memorials be prepared and presented to the rulers of those 
nations among nom cases of persecution were occurring . 
in September, 1857. The desire to bring about a closer union among Protestants had long 
been cherished by the King of Prussia, and when his attention was drawn to the principles 
being composed of French and English members, the second of English and German. . An 
extensive correspondence was opened with members of the Alliance in every quarter of the 
globe, and a widespread sympathy and many prayers were thus engaged on bebalf of the Coafe- 
rence. The different branches of the Alliance in Sweden, Holland, Belyium, France, Switzerland, 
Turkey, Syria, the East Indies, and in the United States of America, expressed in Various 
ways, and especially by published addresses to which numerous signatures were attached, their 
earnest concurrence. Where no branch of the Alliance had been formed, similar addresses 
spontaneously emanated from Christian brethren, as at the Cape of Good Hope, and also 
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The Conference opened with a devotional meeting held on the evening of September 9, 

1867, in the Royal Garrison Church, used also for the subsequent sessions, by special permis- 
2 sion of the King of Prussia ; and for nine successive days there was gathered together in Berlin 
: an assembly of Christian men such as—considering their nationalities and ecclesiastical diversi- 
aa ties, the official and ministernal character which the greater part of them sustained, and, 
ii abc fall, the simple yet sublime object which had brought them together—no city perhaps 
in Christendom haf ever before witnessed. It would be extending too largely this brief 
historical sketch to enter into details of the proceedings of this Conference, but one incident 
must not be passed over. The King of Prussia, who had shown throughout his deep interest 
in the gathering of Christians frum so many nations in the metropolis of his kingdom, ex- 
pressed his wish to receive the members of the Conference at bis Palace at Potsdam. 

On Friday, September 12, three special trains conveyed about 1,200 visitors to 
Potadam, who, after partaking of an elegant repast, were received on the terrace, to which 
the front of the Palace opens, by the King and the Queen, who had arrived about six o'clock. 
It was intended that his Majesty should have been received in respectfal silence, but it 
was impossible to repres« the enthusiasm of the assembly as his Majesty, alighting from his 
carriage, passed among his guests, manifesting, by his look and speech, the cordiality with 
which he welcomed them. The Conference, in its entireness, having been presented to his 
Majesty, the Chairman of the German Branch of the Alliance (the Rev. E. Kuntze) spoke as 
follows : “ Sire,—Your Majesty bas seen many armies, but never before such an one as now 
meets your view—an army not arrayed in martial attire, but girt with spiritual weapons, 
sand wielding only the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.” The King replied, 
with evident emotion, “ I have always felt the most earnest desire to promote such a union 
among Christians, and hitherto it hes appeared to me impossible ; but now I rejoice 
to see it. The fir-t step is taken. The first days of the Conference are passed, with the joy 
and blessing of the Lord. I trust it will be the same with the rest. My wish and most 
fervent prayer is, that there may descend upon all the members of the Conference an effasion _ 7 - 


invitation, and was paying similarly gracious attentions to them. The presentations 
finished, as their Majesties were about to retire amidst ‘the renewed cheers of the 
voice struck the first notes of Luther's time-honoured hymn, so hallowed in the 


surprise at this spontaneous and devout utterance of Christian loyalty, stopped the 
: they heard the pralm begin, and reverently remained till the close of the prayer. -. 
: At eight o’clock the special trains conveyed the visitors back to Berlin. 

| Geneva.— The fourth of the series of General Conferences was held in 18 
of Geneva, a city with historic associations of the deepest interest to Evangelical Christians, 


ie and to consult for the good of the Church. The subjects on which admirable papers were 
+ presented furnished themes for the interchange of wise and solemn thought, as well as pro- 
fitable discussion. The Observance of the Lord’s-day ; the Condition of the Working Classes 


‘Switzerland ; Professors Roseeeuw St. Hilaire and Cuvier?Pastors Monod, de Pressensé, Fisch, “ie 


4 of the Spirit of God, like that which fell on the first disciples at Pentecost.” Afterwards, 

¥ as his Majesty advanced through the different groups, formed accerding to their nationalities, 

. | some of the principal persons of each were successively presented, to all of whom short and 

+ appropriate observations were made. While the King was thus engaged, the Queen had 

| | lied with the names of the ladies who had been most kindly included in the 

; “ Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott ;” 

at 

? en 

| a unri uty throughout Europe. It recalled the memory of some o 

PI the noblest and greatest men that the Church has known since the days of the Apostles. 

; These combined to give a charm and an interest to the Conference being held there which 

= attracted multitudes to the assembly gathered to consider the religious state ofthe world, 

ef ne Kelormation ; the Religious State of Eastern Europe and Western Asia; the Union of 

7 Doctrine and Life ; Recent Revivals of Religion ; Sunday-schoole ; Religious Liberty,—these 

» were among the subjects carefully considered, and in which the following, among other honopred 

° ' brethren, took a prominent part : Drs. Dorner, Krummacker, and Tholwall, from Germany ; 

Professors Mazzarelia, Revel, and Geymonat, from Italy ; Professors Merle d’Aubigné, Godet, 

Na i M — Gau Bu Pastors de. Conlir run ie TOD 
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Grandpierre, Vallette, Casalis, Frossard, from France; Mona. Groen van Prinsterer, Dr. 
Cappadose, Pastor Chantepie de la Sanssaye, from Holland; Dr. Kalkar, from Denmark ; 
Pastors Rudin and Descoulayes, from Sweden ; Barons von Schwebs and von Haaren, from 
Russia ; Rev. Drs. Baird and Sawtell, from America ; Rev. Prebendary Burgess, Hon. and Rev. 
Baptist Noel, Revise. T. R. Birks, Dallas, W. Arthur, Bunting, Birrell, Herschell, the Karls 
of Roden and Cavan, the Hons. Arthur Kinnaird and Spencer Cowper, Sir Culling E. Eardley, 
Bart., from England; Rev. Drs. Guthrie, Thomson, and Cairns, from Scotland ; Professor 
ji rwick, from Ireland. 
On the morning of September 2, the Conference was opened in the Cathedral of St. 
the midst of a large concourse of clergy and laymen and of a numerous audience. 
After singing the hymn Grand Dieu, nous te bénissons, the 17th chapter of the Gospel 
John was read, and a fervent prayer was offered by Pastor Coulin, of the 
N M. Adrien Naville, President of the French-speaking Branch of the 
Alliance, then gave the inaugural discourse, and thus opened the business of the Conference, 
which, throughout, was distinguished by the harmonious and loving spirit pervading 
the assemblies. The celebration of the Lord’s Supper appropriately closed the series of 
meetings, and, from its international as well as eucharistic character, was perhaps the most 
remarkable occasion in the history of the Alliance. During the time of holding the Con- 


2 


and numerous breakfasts and other gatherings, of a more or less private nature, took place ; 
thus opportunities were afforded, in addition to the fraternal and friendly intercourse enjoyed 
among esteemed Christian brethren of various countries, for private conversation on religious 


questions of great international importance. Nor should we omit to mention a novel - 


feature in the Conference, and indeed in Switzerland and European countries—viz., the 
numerous open-air meetings held for the promotion of a religious awakening among the 
people, who were addressed -in their own language by British and foreign visitors, and to 
hom the earnest setting forth of the love of Christ was largely Messed. 
AmsrerDsaM.—tThe fifth General Conference was held in 1867 in Amsterdam, in a land 
which, among Protestant nations, naturally holds a foremost place. Whilst comparatively of 
small geographical extent, and contending against great natural difficulties, Holland possesses 
a history of almost unrivalled im~ortance and traditions which cover her people with ever- 
lasting renown. From the first they have been brave and generous lovers of freedom, of 
national independence, and of the Gospel. At the earnest invitation of our Christian 


an incident in the history of St. Paul to the circumstances of the assembly, and to the senti- 
ments and objects which had brought Christians together from so many different countries. 


* - The hywins sung at this service and at all the subsequent meetings were printed in parallel 


enabled to unite in this act of worship. On each successive day papers were read of great 
learning, historical research, and practical value, supplying an amount of information 
tending to reassure faith in the divine origin and power of Christianity, and enlarge the 
sympathy of all who heard them with the true Church of Christ, in its conflicts and varied 
trials, its social philanthropies and missionary enterprise, and its all-pervading spirit of life 
and love. 

This Dutch Conference was distinguished even more than any of the preceding ones 
by an immediate and local usefulness, giving it additional value. The Committee had, 
from the first, been desirous to render the visit of so many foreign Christians in Amsterdam 
fruitful of spiritual good to the citizens at large. Various methods were employed for this 
purpose, some of which must be mentioned. 
suspended, when the great hall was filled by a large concourse of people from the city, 
_ whom addresses were delivered on the nature and design of the Evangelical Alliance, and 
on the~solemn obligations to receive the Gospel of Christ and imitate the faith and fidelity 


, Of theirrenowned forefathers, But not only in the Park Hall was the Gospel earnestly _ 


ference a number of special meetings, some of them of considerable importance, were held, 
brethren of the Netherlands, arrangements were made for holding the next General Con- 
ference in their city of Amsterdam, and on the evening of Lord’sday, August 10, the 
Conference was opened by an inaugural service in the New Church, Amsterdam. This large 
cathedral charch, built, notwithstanding its name, a.D. 1408, was filled to the extent, it was 
estimated, of 4,000 persona, occupying and crowding all that part of the sacred edifice which 
is devoted to divine worship. The Rev. Dr. Van Oosterzee, Professor of the University of 
Utrecht, preached, on the occasion, a sermon of great power and beauty, admirably adapting 
columns in four languayee—Datch, German, French, and English; and thus all were . 
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edi 
nicants gathered together, in communion with their one Lord and with each 
his redeeming love. Surely it was an appropriate conclusion to the 
previous days, which had produced « sense of profound gratitude for the 
pleasares afforded by “ the comfort of brotherly love” and the “ fellowship 
deepening the conviction of the power of the Gospel, and the duty of belli 
to strive for the increase of love and for unity, which is the bond of perfectoess, As an 
appropriate and delightful termination to the Conference, the visi 


paie, 

Datch Missionary Societies, which, by special arrangement, had been appointed immediately 
to follow the meetings of the Evangelical Alliance. The village of Vogelenzang is about 
half an hour's distance, by rail, from Amsterdam, and there, in a beautifully-wooded park, 
the property of Mr. Barnaart, some 20,000 persons assembled and spent the day in listening 
to missionaries and missionary addresses, intermingled with prayer and praise, and with 
social intercourse of an eminently gratifying and Christian character. In addition to the 
supply of refreshments to the entire company, Mr. Barnaart opened his mansion to the 
foreign guests and their families, who were entertained with the utmost kindness and 
hospitality. wg 

It only remains to record that at one of the sessions of this Conference of the Evan- 
gelical Alliance the Rev. Dr. Prime, of New York, after reading a luminous report on the 
state of religion in the United States, prepared by the Rev. H. B. Smith, D.D., of the 
Union Theological College, New York, and Chairman of the Executive Committee of the 


American Branch of the Alliance, made the following communication: “ Brethren of the — 


Alliance,—I am charged, in the name of the American Branch of the Alliance, to invite 
you to hold your next General Conference of Christians of all Nations in the city of New 
York, assuring you a hospitable welcome in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

The announcement, as might be expected, was very cordially received and acknow- 
ledged, and then referred for consideration to the different European Branches of the Alliance, 
with a view to its being accepted. That acceptance having been universally accorded, the 
present Conference is held, for which much prayer has been offered, that special blessings 
may rest upon it, for the increase of unity, peace, and concord among all the followers of 
our divine Lord, and the spread of his kingdom throughout the world. 


UNITED PRATER. 


The manifestation of Christian union would be imperfect indeed if it had not for one of its 
most frequent and brightest evidences— united prayer. Drawn to the Cross as their common 
centre for the baptism of love, Christians will be also drawn to the throne of grace in sym- 
pathy with each other's need, and with the wants of the Charch and the world around them. 
To promote union in prayer at stated seasons and on special occasions has been the constant 


aim of the Alliance. Principal among these must be mentioned the Week of Prayer at the — 


opening of the year, which has become an institution of the Christian Church throughout 
the world. One of the practical! resolutions adopted at a Conference of the Alliance held in 
Manchester in the first year of its formation, was to this effect : “ That_it be recommended that 
the week beginning with the first Lord’s-day of January in each year be observed by the members 
and friends of the Alliance throughout the world as a season for concert in prayer on behalf 
of the objects contemplated by the Alliance.” In accordance with this resolution, an address 
of invitation, with sngyested topics for prayer, has been prepared and translated, and widely 
cirenlated over all countries in the autumn of every year, embracing, as far as circumstances 
will permit, entire Christendom. This annual Week of Prayer has been increasingly and 


more extensively observed year by year, and in some places in England and abroad the. 
Jargest halls and churches have sometimes been insufficient to contain the multitudes ettracted sy 


i The use of other spacious buildings was obtainel, when crowds of the poor 
7 work among the soldiers at Aldershot, accompanied by a British general officer, addressed 
them on “the common salvation.” 
3 The Conference closed with the celebration, on the Sunday, of the Lord's Supper in 
i 
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by these devotional and united services at the opening of the year. In reviewing the events 
of the last quarter of a century, Christians who have assembled on these hallowed occasions 
ean hardly fail to recognize and devoutly acknowledge God's goodness in answering the prayers 
of his people agreed touching the things they have asked of him. The opening of so many 
wide and effectual doors in Europe and other continents for the proclamation of the Gospel 
_ and the spread of the Holy Scriptures ; the religious revivals which have visited and blessed 
many lands; the breaking asunder of the chains of slavery and serfdom ; the increased life 
and activity among Christian Churches,—are all events in the gracious providence of God 
indicating the hand of one to whom the cry of faith and earnestness never ascends in vain. 


THE ACTION OF THE ALLIANCE IN THE CAUSE OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 


From the commencement it was seen that religious liberty would be in perfect harmony | 
with the professed aim and ultimate object of the Evangelical Alliance, and that, without 
it, the anion of Christians in a bond of fellowship would be an impossibility. The members 
of the Alliance have therefore directed their earnest efforts to deliver their afflicted brethren 
from all religious persecution, and to remove from nations existing obstructions to the 
circulation of the Word of God and the free proclamation of the Gospel of Christ. The 
instances in which the. Evangelical Alliance has successfully exerted its influence for these 
objects are so numerous that they can only be glanced at briefly in this sketch. A paper was 
to have been contributed by the Foreign Secretary of the Alliance, on the foreign operations 
of the Society, but owing to his lamented illness, and consequent absence from the Confe- 
rence, it has been omitted. It is sufficient to mention that the Madiai in Florence; 
Matamoros and his fellow-Protestants, and Julian Vargas, in Spain ; the missionaries and 
Turkish converts in Constantinople and other parts of the East; the Baptists in termany, 
Russia, Sweden, and Switzerland ; the Nestorians in Persia; the French missionaries in 
Basuto Land, South Africa, as well as English missionaries in New Caledonia ; the Lutherans 
in the Baltic Provinces of Russia, with others,—have proved the value of Christian sym- 
pathy and the efficient sid which the Alliance, through its various British and Foreign 
Organizations, can render to our fellow-Christians Ps An win the world. The efforts of some 
lands have also been signally blessed. In Prussia, labour on Government works on Sunday, 
and the assembly of the Militia on that day, have been stopped. In Switzerland a large 
number of manufactories has been closed, and the postal authorities are giving the whole 
or part of their employés rest on that day. These are some of the results with which it has 
pleased God to bless the co-operation of Christians in the Evangelical Alliance. But, even if 
no such secondary objects had been accomplished, its great value would still remain in supply- 
ing a bond of union for Christians in all countries, and manifesting that union before the 
world as a duty and privilege binding on all the disciples of Christ. Spiritual union ‘is 
heavenly, and as all true believers in our Lord Jesus Christ, whatever their national diffe- 
reaces and diversities in non-essential points of faith and practice, are one, and will be har- 
moniously joined together in the fellowship of the heavenly glory, it is expected of them 
now to walk in the fellowship of the Spirit, to cherish love one towards another, and with 
united activity occupy the vast fields of Christian usefulness that on all sides stretch out 
before them. Amid the many and minor differences of the followers of our Lord, all of 
whom are burdened with weighty cares and solemn responsibilities, the words may be appro- 
| 

** Arise, let us no more contend, nor blame 
Each other, blamed enough elsewhere ; but strive, 


In offices of love, how we ma lighten 
Each other's burdens ir our of love.” 


It only remains that the cause so auspiciously begun, and already so far advanced, be still 
vigorously prosecuted, and for this end the members of the Alliance invite the sympathy, 
the ers, and the co-operation of all in every land who love our Lord Jesus Christ in 
sncerih “He that will love life and see good days, let him seek peace and ensure ll 


| 
j 


- 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL. 


The monthly meeting of the Council was 
held on Wednesday, September 3; Thomas 
Sercombe, Esq., in the chair. After reading 
the Scriptures, prayer was offered, and the 
minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and affirmed. 

NEW MEMBERS. 


The following persons were unanimously 


admitted to membership; Rev. Thomas Pen- 


reese, Reading; Francis Ford, Esq., and Mra. 
Ford, Finchley ; Kit- 
legan, Baltinglass, Ireland; Miss Jane Fisher 
and Miss L. W. Melland, Sheffield; R. W. 
Buckley, Esq., Loudon; James Taylor, Esq, 
Oldham. 

WEEK OF PRAYER. 

The Foreign Secretary reported having re- 
ceived the unanimous approval of the Euro- 
pean Branches of the Evangelical Alliance to 
the invitation and daily topics for the next 
January Week of Prayer (1874). The ap- 


ence of Christians of all Nations in New York 
were progressing favourably, and promised the 
happiest results. Numerous delegates from 
the British Organization had already left this 
country; and both in Europe and America 
much interest had been awakened in the pro- 
posed meetings. In a recent letter received 
from the Rev. Dr. Schaff, Commissioner from 
the New York Committee visiting Europe at 
the present time in the interests of the Con- 
ference, he reported a very gratifying inter- 
view with the Emperor of Germany on the 
subject. The following is an extract from 
his letter addressed to the Foreign Secretary : 
_ “Bad Gastein, August 11, 1873. 

“I had yesterday a private audience with 
his Majesty the Emperor of Germaziy at his 
residence in the Badeschloss. After full dis- 
cussion of the principles and operations of the 
Evangelical Alliance, and the programme of 
the approaching General Conference of Chris- 
tians of all Nations to be held in New York, 
a copy of which had been previously sub- 
mitted, I was requested to convey his Ma- 
jesty’s most cordial greeting and best wighes 
to that Conference, with the assurance of his 
entire sympathy both with the objects and. 


with the general operations of the Evaigelical 


Alliance. His Majesty assured me that he 
sustained precisely the same relation to the 
Alliance which his brother, King Frederick 
William IV., had publicly expressed in 1857, 
on the occasion of the General Conference 
then held at Rerlin. The Emperor assured 
me of his fervent wich that the 

Conference might have given to it from above 
the spirit of wisdom and power, and lead to a 
closer union among Christians of all denomina- 
tions and countries, which his Majesty felt to 
be of the utmost importance, especially in 
these times of conflict with infidelity on the one 
hand, and of superstition on the other. Ouly 
a united army, his Majesty added, can conquer 
the enemy, and enjoy the fruits of victory. 


In labouring for true Christian union we act 


in the spirit of Christ, who prayed for it be- 
fore he offered himself a sacrifice for the sin 
of the world.” 
ADDRESS TO THE AMERICAN ALLIANCE. 
“A letter of salutation from the British 


Council to the Council and mewhers of the 


Evangelical Alliance of the United States of 
New York by the Chairman of the New 
York Conference Committee, was read and 
approved, and ordered to be sent to the Pre- 
sident of the Alliance for his lordship’s ap- 
proval and signature:— 
“From the Council of the British Organization 
of the Evangelical Alliance to the Council 
and Members of the Evangelical Alliance of 
the United States of America. 

“ Beloved and honoured Brethren,—We 
avail outeelves of the opportunity afforded us 
by our delegates proceeding to the General 
Conference about to he held in New York, to 
commend them to your fraternal fellowship 
and regard. We present by them to your- 
selves and to the Christian brethren 
together from different lands, our cordial and 
affectionate greeting and our sincere congratu- 
lations on the auspicious occasion of your 
asseinbly. 

“ We desire gratefully to acknowledge the 
hand of our gracious God in the removal of 
all causes for further delay in holding in your 
own city the Sixth General Conference of Chris- 
tiansof varions nations, and in bringing toa suc- 
cessful termination the arrangements made in 
many different countries for a suitable repre- 
sentation being present to take part in its 
interesting proceedings. The Conference itself 
| and its results will be regarded with deep in- 
terest by multitudes in this and/other lands, 


who. desire to see the Christian Churches both 


| 
| 
| proval was accompanied in several instances 
: by the expressions of earnest prayer that | [RRNINNNNIee 
God, in anewer to the pleading of his chil. 
: dren, would pour out more and more abun- ‘ 
Tf dantly his blessing upon the Church of 
Christ. 
NEW YORK CONFERENCE. 
; The Secretary reported that the arrange- 
ft ments for the approaching General Confer- 
| 
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communion and co-operation fur the defeace 
of religious liberty and the spread of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom among all people. ~— 

“ Profoundly impressed with the import- 
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you with one heart and math to glorify Him 
who is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and so make manifest that the Prince of Peace 


has guided, controlled, and blessed your coun- 


ance of the meetingrand the subjects about to | sels. 


be brought under your consideration, we in- | 


vited the members of the Alliance throughout 
the United Kingdom to make special and 
united prayer to Almighty God for his bless- 
ing, that the approaching Conference may issue 
in results greatly to his glory and the increase 
of unity, peace, and concord among all true 
Christians. 

“To move the springs of united prayer has 
been one of the peculiar privileges of this 
Alliance, and on no previous occasion does it 
appear to us that the supplications of God's 
children were moré needed or more suitable 
than at the present time, when wise and holy 
_meti of both hemispheres are drawn together 
for fraternal fellowship, for spiritual profit, for 
mutual counsel, and for combined effort in the 
cause of truth and righteousness throughout 
the world. May the Spirit of grace and sup- 
plication be poured out upon your assemblies ! 
May the great Head of the Church himself 
be with you! — 

“ Allow us, beloved brethren, to assure you 
of our cordial sympathy and our readiness at 
all times to co-operate with you and with the 
sister organizations in various countries in 
making this association increasingly a power 
for We have rejoiced in the formation 
of so large and influential an Evangelical 
Alliance as the one already established in your 
own country, aid of which the present Con- 
ference may be regarded as one of the good 
fruits ; and we record with thankfulness the 
valuable aid recently rendered by yourselves 
and our Earopean associations in pleading 
effectually for the oppressed in a distant land. 
We are thus reminded continually of a great 
and holy work committed to our hands—the 
defence of perseciited Christians suffering for 
righteousness’ sake; the spread of the Gospel 
in all lands; the practice of Christian charity 
among ourselves, and commending it to thé 
sympathy and practice of our fellow-believers ; 
conflicts with infidelity and ungodliness in 
varied forms ;—these are claiming the most 
serious attention of Christians, and pressing 
upon them everywhere to unite, and, by a 
common service to their one Lord, draw closer 
the bands of brotherly love. Only thus united 
in holy activity can we be assured that doubts 
as to the diviuve authority of the doctrines we 
hold will diminish, and the promise of out 
Lord be not far from its final and glorious’ac: | 

ment—‘ that the world may believe.’ 

“May the God of peace and lov enable 

“~ 
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“Again we offer you our fraternal and 

affectionate salutations. 

“On behalf of the Council, 
Exsory, President. 
CHICHESTER, 
Rospeat 
Atraep 8. Cavrcata, Chairman of the 

New York Conference 

Joun Foros, Treasurer. 
James Davis, Secretary. 
Heamann Scumertav, Foreign Sec.” 


DEFENCE OF THE PROTESTANT FAITH. 


The read «a letter from the Right 
Hon. Lord Shaftesbury, Chairman ; the Right 
Hon. Lord Ebury, Deputy-Chairman ; the Rev. 
G. A. Jacob, D.D., and Rev. Donald Fraser, 
D.D., Secretaries of the Vigilance Committee, 
dated July 18, 1873. The letter stated that 
at a ‘Conference of Churchmen and Noncon- 
formists held 10th July last, “ to consider the 
best mode of instructing the public mind as to 
the damage to the Protestant faith arising frow 
the advance of Ritualism and the practice of 
the confessional in this coantry,” a committee 
was appointed, which committee requested 
the aid of this Alliance in an endeavour to 
rouse the country to some common action. 

The Council instructed the Secretary to 
assure the Vigilance Committee of their deep 
interest in the object for which that com- 
mittee was formed; and in reply to their 
request for aid, this Council will be happy 
to give their best attention to any suggestions 
that may be made to them on the subject. 


UNITED PRAYER FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLA. 


_A letter was received from Mr. John E. 
Tresidder, one of the Honorary Secretaries 
of the Sunday-school Union, stating that the 
season agreed upun last year by the friends 
of Sunday-schools for special prayer on their 
behalf had been, so far. as it can be ascer- 
tained, followed by happy and beneficial re- 
sults; that gratifying communications hal 
been received from different parte of the 
world, and the wish very generally expressed 
that this year a similar concert for prayer for 
the same object should be invited. The 
Committee having acceded to this request, 
next for the again requested the co- 
operation of the Evangelical Fc 


Vice-Presidenta, 


f 


> 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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_ eentations of, the true objects 


» priate addresses. To this meeting the parents 


Reported that the Central Directing Com- 
mittee of the Evangelical Alliance (French- 
speaking Branch) had been transferred from 
Neuchftel to Lausanne for the next three 


NORWAY. 

letter from the Rev. M. Hansen, 
President of the Norwegian Branch of the 
Evangelical Alliance, stating the great diffi- 
culties with which the Evangelical Alliance 
had to struggle in that country, owing to the 
persistent opposition to, and often misrepre- 
of the society 
hy the Lutheran clergy. He also gave ‘an 
instance of the partiality with which clergy 
of the Lutheran Church and of other com- 


munities were treated by the agents of the 


British and Foreign Bible Society at Chris 
tiana. 

Mr. John Holt Skinner, a member of the 
Bible Society, being present, it was resolved 
that he should be supplied with a copy of 
the letter, to lay it before the Secretaries of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. A 
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communication bas since been received, stating 
that the variety in the prices had been amic- 
ably settled. _ 
GERMANY. . 

A letter from the Secretary of the German 
Committee of the Evangelical Alliance was 
read, stating that their society would be ably 
represented at the Conference at New York 
by some of the most eminent men of Ger- 
many ; and that he had engaged « special 
correspondence for the Neue Hvangelische Kir- 
chenzeit ung, their official organ. . 

GREECE. 

A letter was read from the Secretary of the 
Greek Branch of the Evangelical Alliance, 
giving an account of their quarterly prayer- 
meeting at the Pireus, and informing the 
Council that Dr. Kalopothakes, the President 
of the Greek Branch, would represent them 
at the Conference at New York. 

CASH ACCOUNT. 

The cash statement for the year ending 
June 30th last, was produced, showing the 
amount of revenue to be 1,760¢. 8s, 10d. ; 
and of expenditure 1,588/. 0s. 5d., leaving a 
balance in favour of the Alliance, aftep de- 
ducting liabilities, of 4. 6s. 7d. Thomas 
Sercombe, Esq., and Robert Johnston, Esq. 
were requested to oblige the Council by audit- 
ing the accounts. ‘ 


UNIVERSAL PRAYER FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


The Council, at the request of the Com- 


_ mittee of the Sunday-school Union, again in- 


vite the attention of the members of the Alli- 
ance in British and foreign countries to the 
accompanying appeal for special and united 
prayer on behalf of Sunday-schools :— 

a out in the : im the begin 

the out beset like wher 
the face of the Lord ; lift up thine hinds towards him 
for the life of thy young children, that faint for 
the top of every street.”—Lamentations 


In response to many appeals, the Committee 
of the Sunday-school Union have resolved to 
invite their brethren throughout the world to 
unite annually.in special prayer. The 19th 
and 20th of October have been fixed for this 
year, and the Committee would suggest that 
the following order should, as far as possible, 
be observed. 

That on Lord’sday morning, October 19, 


_ between ‘seven and eight, all teachers should 
_ engage in private prayer for God's blessing on 


their labours. That in the afternoon the 
ordinary routine of each school should be 
varied by the children being gathered for. de- 
yotional exercises, interspersed with appro- 
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of the scholars might be invited That at 
some time during the evening the teachers 
should meet to implore Divine help and guid- 
ance. 

That on Monday morning, October 20, be- 
tween seven and eight, all teachers should 
again bring their scholars in prayer before 
God. That in the course of the day the female 
teachers of each school should hold a meeting 
for prayer. That in the evening each Church 
should be invited to hold a special prayer- 
meeting, at which the welfare of the Sunday- 
school should furm the theme of the prayers 
and addresses. 

Teachers in all parts of the world will be 
called upon to unite their supplications at 
these times. 

Appropriate topics for supplication and in- 
tercession will present themselves to all. 
Above everything, the prayers should be for a 
special outpouring of the Holy Spirit, impart- 
ing to the teachers heavenly wisdom, to the 
scholars docility and seriousness, enkindling 
the deeper interest of the Churches in the 


work, Mading, as the happy result, to « 


large ingathering of the into the foldof ~—-. 
j 
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a The Council concurred with the request, 

ai and instructed the Secretaries to call atten- 

ae tion to the object in the ensaing numberof 

i) Evangelical Christendom. 

FRANCE. 

| 

| years. Prof. le Pasteur H. Jayet had been | 

; | elected President, and Pasteur A. Bonnard, | 

the Secretary. | 

| 

| 
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